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INTRODUCTION

SUCCESS ON THE TOEFL

What vocabulary is necessary to score high on the TOEFL?
Why is it especially important to have a strong
vocabulary for the current TOEFL?

Why must I improve my vocabulary and how can I succeed?
How can I be a better TOEFL test taker?

Essential Words for the TOEFL answers these questions and provides
you with a proven plan for improving your English vocabulary while
also preparing you for the TOEFL. The words and practice questions
that appear throughout this book will help you to maximize your under-
standing of words that will likely appear in every section of the TOEFL.
Important information about how to maximize your score on the TOEFL
is given in addition to vocabulary building hints and exercises. By fol-
lowing the program and mastering the words in this book, you will be
ready to earn a higher score on the TOEFL.

This 7th edition of Essential Words for the TOEFL has an extensive,
revised list of 500 words with improved exercises and updated reading
selections. This edition makes Essential Words one of the most thor-
oughly researched books of its kind. It is the product of extensive study
of previous TOEFLs and academic materials from which the questions
on the TOEFL are produced. The result of this research is this powerful
book of words that will lead you to success on the TOEFL.

MAXIMIZING YOUR VOCABULARY POTENTIAL—
A DESCRIPTION OF THIS PROGRAM

This book is divided into six chapters. This introduction gives you basic
information about their contents and how to use the book. Let’s look at
the six chapters.

Getting to Know the iBT

Chapter 1 describes the complete iBT test format and contains sample
questions from each part. The questions are explained in detail and test-
taking strategies are introduced.
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Understanding the Internet-Based TOEFL

Chapter 2 describes the importance of building a strong vocabulary in
order to score well on the iBT. You will find sample reading passages
typical of those found in Section One of the iBT with a detailed analysis
of the kinds of words and questions that are found on the TOEFL. In this
chapter you will learn important strategies and hints to follow that will
increase the probability of maximizing your score on the TOEFL.

Improving Your TOEFL Vocabulary

Chapter 3 gives you a plan for studying vocabulary. You should use the
plan when studying the words in this book.

Building Your TOEFL Vocabulary

Chapter 4 provides powerful information that helps you build your TOEFL
vocabulary. You will be introduced to “roots, prefixes, and suffixes”; parts
of words that provide or add meaning. You will also be introduced to dic-
tionary and thesaurus use, both print and online resources that contrib-
ute to any strategy to build your TOEFL vocabulary.

The Essential TOEFL Vocabulary

Barron’s TOEFL Vocabulary Building Program is explained in Chapter
5. The carefully selected words that appear on the list are important for
all TOEFL test takers. An explanation of the program is given, includ-
ing how to study the list, how to understand the words, and how to
follow the program from beginning to end. Thirty carefully developed
vocabulary lessons follow the explanation. Each lesson ends with prac-
tice questions like those that appear on both the iBT and the ITP, the
paper-based TOEFL.

The iBT Practice Reading Test

Chapter 6 contains a complete practice iBT reading test, typical of those
found in Section 3 of the TOEFL. The test gives you practice with read-
ing comprehension and vocabulary questions that closely follow the iBT
format. At the conclusion of the practice test, you will be able to assess
your iBT knowledge and skills by using the included answer key and
conversion tables to convert your number of correct answers to a score
on the TOEFL scale. Both the iBT and ITP scales are included. Chapter 6
is followed by an index of the 500 essential words presented in this book,
followed by the page number where the word can be found in the text.

Vi
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A Final Word

This 7th edition of Essential Words for the TOEFL is a product of
more than 25 years of research and continuous updating. Among the
thousands of words that professional TOEFL test makers can use,
this edition of Essential Words for the TOEFL includes those that are
most likely to appear on the Internet-based TOEFL (iBT) and on the
Institutional TOEFL (ITP). By mastering the words and applying the
strategies presented in this book, you will be well on your way to success

on the TOEFL.

Steven Matthiesen

vii
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CHAPTER |

GETTING TO KNOW
THE TOEFL

WHAT IS THE TOEFL?

The TOEFL is a comprehensive English language examination that helps
colleges and universities in the United States, Canada, and other parts
of the world make admission decisions. It is also used by some organi-
zations to certify professionals to practice their vocations both in the
United States and abroad.

ABOUT THE iBT (INTERNET-BASED TOEFL)

Many years ago, the TOEFL was administered only in a paper-based
format. Examinees marked their answers with a pencil on an answer
sheet. The test primarily assessed listening comprehension, grammar,
vocabulary, and reading skills. Then, beginning in the late 90s, the
Educational Testing Service (the maker of the TOEFL) began offering a
computer-based TOEFL known as the iBT. Taking advantage of advances
in technology, the iBT has expanded the range of skills tested by adding
speaking and writing sections to the test as well as integrating reading,
grammar, and vocabulary skills to mimic how we use language every day.

ABOUT THE ITP (INSTITUTIONAL TOEFL PROGRAM)

Some educational institutions use a paper-based TOEFL, known as
the ITP TOEFL. The Educational Testing Service makes this form of
the TOEFL available to institutions who often use the test to gener-
ally assess individuals’ English language skills for placement purposes.
Institutions also use results to assess the effectiveness of their English
language instructional programs. These TOEFLs are typically previously
administered paper-based TOEFLs. Generally, colleges and universi-
ties do not accept ITP TOEFL scores in place of an iBT score. The two
versions of the TOEFL are quite different. A description of both formats
follows.
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THE iBT

The iBT is a timed test that consists of the four sections listed below.

Section 1 Reading 60-80 minutes

3-4 Passages 12-14 questions per passage
Section 2 Listening 60-90 minutes

2-3 Conversations S questions per conversation

4-6 Lectures 6 questions per lecture
Section 3 Speaking 20 minutes

2 Independent Tasks
4 Integrated Tasks

Section 4 Writing 50 minutes
1 Integrated Task
1 Independent Task

SECTION 1: READING

The iBT reading section is presented in two formats. The short format
iBT gives you three passages of approximately 700 words. The long for-
mat contains four passages. After each passage, you will answer 12-14
test questions. If you are taking the long format iBT, only three sets of
the test questions will be answered. The responses to the questions for
the other two passages will be evaluated by ETS for use on future iBTs.
You will have 60 minutes to read all of the passages and respond to the
questions (80 minutes for the long format). You will be allowed to take
notes while you read. You will see some words or phrases highlighted.
You may see an explanation or definition of the word or phrase by click-
ing on it.

The majority of questions in this section are in the multiple-choice
format. Make your answer choice for each and proceed to the next ques-
tion by clicking on Next. To return to the previous question, click on
Back. At any time, you can click on Review to see a list of the questions
that you have and have not answered. You may return to any question
while you are working on this section, but once you have left the reading
section, you may not return to it. A clock will appear on the screen to
help you manage your time.

In this section, you first read the passage completely. You do so
by using the scroll bar to view the entire passage on the screen. The
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computer will not give you the questions until you have scrolled the
entire reading selection. At that point, click on Next.

There are different response formats in the reading section. These
involve clicking on a word, phrase, or sentence. Vocabulary items are
usually tested by asking you to click on another word in the text that
means the same thing as a bolded word. Sometimes you will be asked
to click on a sentence or group of sentences where the answer to a par-
ticular question can be found. Sometimes, you may be asked to insert a
sentence into the text. On cohesion items, you will be asked to click on
the word or phrase in the bolded part of the passage that the cohesion
word refers to. After you click on the word or phrase, it will darken.

Finally, another type of test question (“reading to learn”) will require
you to complete a summary or fill in a chart by selecting which provided
text options to include. The summary questions are worth up to two
points each, and the chart questions are worth three to four points,
depending on whether five or seven options are presented.

SECTION 2: LISTENING

The listening section of the iBT tests your ability to understand spoken
English that is typically found on the campuses of colleges and universi-
ties. The listening tasks are those that are typical of social and academic
conversations found in these settings.

There are two formats for the listening section. In the short listening
section, you will hear two conversations and four lectures. The long for-
mat contains three conversations and six lectures. Each conversation
and lecture requires you to respond to five or six questions, most of
which are multiple choice. The responses to the questions of the extra
conversation and lectures do not count. These questions will be evalu-
ated by ETS for use on future iBTs. Since you do not know which pas-
sages will count, it is important for you to do your best on all of the test
questions. You have 25 minutes on the short format listening section
and 30 on the long format section. A clock appears on the screen to help
you manage your time. It does not include the time while you are listen-
ing to the lectures and conversations.

You will hear each lecture and conversation and each of the questions
only one time. You are allowed to take notes as you listen and use them
to answer questions. Once a question is answered, you are not allowed
to return to it, so be sure to choose your answers carefully.

On the iBT, stimuli will come to you through headphones, not aloud
as is the case with the ITP TOEFL. On the iBT, you will both see and
hear each question; on the ITP TOEFL, you only hear the question.
Following the question, the answer choices appear on the screen; the
question stays on the screen until you have made your response. For
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multiple-choice items, each option is preceded by an oval [ ], instead
of the letters (4), (B), (C), or (D).

On the iBT, you will be told both the context and the topic of the con-
versation. The extended conversations typically involve a main presenter
who gives the information, and one or two other persons who ask ques-
tions of the main presenter. All speakers are pictured on the screen.
Each stimulus is normally followed by three or four questions on what
was said.

The iBT lectures also include an introduction that tells you who is
speaking and the topic. Going back to the minitalk on Chicago, the
introduction might be as follows:

“Listen to a tour guide as he tells a group of visitors about the city
of Chicago.”

In the iBT lectures, the presentations usually simulate a lecture by
a professor who is using visuals. The professor and the visuals are
depicted on the screen. Using your mouse, you answer each question,
after it is asked.

The iBT uses a greater variety of response types. For example, there
may be more than one correct answer, and you will be asked to click on
the oval next to all correct answers. Whenever there is more than one
correct answer, you will be told how many correct answers you should
identify. To see an example, read the minitalk about Chicago on page 8.
Then answer the following question:

What can be inferred about the weather in Chicago?
(Click on 2 answers)

It is influenced by a glacier.

Summers are unpleasantly warm.

The wind is usually accompanied by cold.

It is very dry during the winter months.

It is temperate and stable.

In the above example, you would click on the ovals to the left of the
second and third statements.

Sometimes, a response format is visual. In that case, you click on
the correct visual with your mouse. Sometimes, a response will involve
matching. In that case, you must classify each new piece of information
you are given into three or four categories, according to classifications
or distinctions you learned when reading the stimulus. You do this with
your mouse.
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SECTION 3: SPEAKING

The speaking section tests your ability to use spoken English in aca-
demic settings. This section contains six speaking tasks. Each task
requires you to respond to a single question, a talk, conversation, or
lecture. The tasks will require you to listen to a lecture or conversation
or to read a short passage. You will then respond to a question. You may
take notes and use them to help you respond to the questions.

Your speaking proficiency is evaluated on the general fluency and
accuracy with which you use the English language.

The speaking section lasts 20 minutes. You are given 45 to 60 sec-
onds to respond to each question. Before responding to questions, you
will be given 15 to 20 seconds to think about how you will respond to the
question. A clock appears on the screen to help you manage your time.

SECTION 4: WRITING

The writing section tests your ability to perform the writing tasks that
are typically required in college courses.

In the iBT, you will respond to two writing prompts. There are two
types of writing tasks, an integrated essay task and an independent
writing task.

The integrated essay task combines the language skills of reading,
listening, and writing.

You will read a short passage, hear a short lecture on the topic, and
then write an essay in response to a specific set of directions for the
essay. You may take notes and use them to help you write your essay.
You will have 20 minutes to plan and write your essay.

The independent writing task asks you to give your opinion on a
familiar topic. You will have 30 minutes to plan and write your essay.

A clock appears on the screen to help you manage your time as you
complete your essays.
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THE ITP (THE PAPER-BASED TOEFL)

The paper-based ITP TOEFL is a timed test that consists of three sections.
It is administered in two forms: Level 1 (Intermediate to Advanced)
and Level 2 (High Beginning to Intermediate). Throughout the years,
the Educational Testing Service has determined which questions from
previously administered TOEFLs are appropriate for each of the two
TOEFL levels. The Level 1 TOEFL is longer than the Level 2 test, but
each form of the test has the same types of questions. Section One
tests Listening Comprehension, Section Two, Structure and Written
Expression, and Section Three, Reading Comprehension. Here is the
format of each section:

ITP TOEFL—LEVEL 1 (Intermediate to Advanced)

Section 1 Listening Comprehension 50 questions
35 minutes

Part A Short Conversations 30 questions
Part B Extended Conversations 7-8 questions
Part C Minitalks 12-13 questions

Section 2 Structure and Written 40 questions

Expression 25 minutes

Part A Structure 15 questions
Part B Written Expression 25 questions

Section 3 Reading Comprehension 50 questions

55 minutes
TOTAL 115 minutes

ITP TOEFL—LEVEL 2 (High Beginning to Intermediate)

Section 1 Listening Comprehension 30 questions
22 minutes

Section 2 Structure and Written 25 questions
Expression 17 minutes
Section 3 Reading Comprehension 40 questions

31 minutes

TOTAL 70 minutes
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SECTION 1: LISTENING

This section of the TOEFL tests your ability to understand spoken
American English. After you hear taped conversations you will answer
questions.

Short Conversations

Part A contains short dialogues between two people followed by a ques-
tion about what the people said in their conversation. They may have
different purposes for speaking to each other. A speaker may give advice,
apologize, or ask for information. Generally, key information is found in
the second speaker’'s sentence. You will need to understand the mean-
ing of the conversation and also the context, such as the time or place in
which it could occur. The correct choice is the one that directly answers
the question.

YOU WILL HEAR:

(Man) Did you get to go shopping last night?

(Woman) They'd already locked the doors by the
fime | got there.

(Man) What does the woman mean?

YOu WILL SEE:

@ She arrived in time to shop.
She was too late.

®© She locked the doors.

®© She had to buy the door.

The correct choice is (B). Since the doors were locked when she arrived,
she could not have gone shopping. Note that the other choices use words
heard in the conversation. Choices that contain such words are usually
not correct. Part A contains samples of informal American English. Idiom-
atic expressions and two-word verbs are common in this part.

Extended Conversations

In Part B you will hear extended conversations between two or more
people, a student and either a professor or a campus service provider.
Usually, there are two conversations, and the language is more formal.
After each conversation, there are between three and four spoken ques-
tions about its content. Choose your answer from among the four choices
that appear in your test booklet.
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The extended conversations and minitalks (see below) are generally
preceded by an introductory statement that tells you the context for the
conversation. Pay particular attention to this information as it prepares
you for what follows.

Minitalks

Part C contains short presentations given by a single speaker. There are
usually three. The English in this section is generally more academic,
typical of English lectures that take place in a university or college set-
ting. There are generally three lectures followed by four to five spoken
questions about its content. You may take notes while you listen and
refer back to them when you answer the questions. Choose your answer
from among the four choices that appear in your test booklet. Look at the
example of the minitalk below.

YOU WILL HEAR:

Listen to this talk by a tourist guide.

(Man) Good morning ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to this
tour of one of the nation’s most important cities, Chicago.
Before we begin, I'd like to give you some background
information that will make the tour more enjoyable for you.
The city was founded in 1837. Its strategic location on Lake
Michigan quickly made it the center of commerce for
the Midwest section of the country. It currently is the third
largest metropolitan area in the United States. The city’s
site is generally level, built mostly on a glacial plain. The
narrow Chicago River extends one mile inland from Lake
Michigan, where it splits, dividing the city into North, West,
and South sides. Chicago’s weather is subject to rapid
changes. but generally the climate is cold and windy in
the winter,and hot and humid in the summer.

(Woman) What gave Chicago an advantage over other Midwest-
ern cities?

YOu WILL SEE:

Its level site

Its location on Lake Michigan

Its large population

Its location along the Chicago River

CACNCK
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According to the minitalk, (B) would be the correct choice. Remember
that you will not have a written copy of the speaker’'s presentation or
conversation and you will only hear it once. You must concentrate on
details, such as names, dates, and the main idea of the selection that
you hear. Do not read the choices as you listen to the talk. Listen care-
fully and try to remember what you hear.

SECTION 2: STRUCTURE AND WRITTEN EXPRESSION

This section contains two types of questions, both designed to test your
ability to recognize correct style and grammar in written English. The
sentences are academic; ones that you typically find in college-level
texts, journals, and encyclopedias. The sentence topics include the
social sciences, physical and life sciences, and the humanities.

Structure

The structure questions test your ability to recognize correct structure
and word order. These questions consist of a sentence with one or more
words missing. You must make the choice that best completes the sen-
tence. Here is an example of this type of question.

You WILL SEE:

a short time after the Civil War, Atlanta has become
the principal center of transportation, commerce, and finance
in the southeastern United States.

@ While rebuilt
It was rebuilt
© Rebuilt

® When rebuilt

The correct choice is (C). The other choices make the sentence incor-
rect or awkward.

Written Expression

The written expression questions test your ability to recognize errors in
grammar or expression. These questions consist of complete sentences
with four underlined words or phrases. You must identify the under-
lined part of the sentence that needs to be changed in order to make the
sentence correct. An example follows.
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You WILL SEE:

The Navqgjo Indians have displayed a marked ability to

®
incorporate aspects of other cultures into a changing,
©

flexibility lifestyle.
©

The correct choice is (D). Flexibility, a noun, appears where an adjec-
tive must occur. In addition to inappropriate parts of speech, be sure to
check for missing words or extra words that are inappropriate for the
context.

SECTION 3: READING COMPREHENSION

Good reading skills and an ample vocabulary are keys to doing well on
all sections of the TOEFL. In this section of the TOEFL, these skills are
specifically tested. Many TOEFL test takers complain that they do not
have enough time to carefully answer all questions in this section. It is
very important that you follow the instructions in this book, so that you
will use all the allotted time to your advantage.

Reading Comprehension Items

Your ability to read and understand college-level reading material is
tested on this part of the TOEFL. You will find five or six reading pas-
sages, each followed by nine to eleven questions. You must work quickly
and efficiently. Here is a sample passage.

You WILL SEE:

A lens has one or more curved surfaces that refract, or

bend, light rays passing through it to form an image on a
surface beyond the lens. Examples of such surfaces are

the retina of the eye or a movie screen. The distance from

®) the lens to the focal plane is known as focal length. In
cameras, telescopes, and similar devices, the lens is
turned on a screw-thread mounting to adjust the focal
length. This action allows focusing of images of objects

at various distances. In the human eye, focal length is

(100 adjusted by muscles that alter the lens curvature. Light
rays of different colors are bent by varying degrees as

they pass through a curved surface. This causes a dis-
tortion of the image, known as chromatic aberration. In
cameras, sharp images are obtained by arranging two

10
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(15 or more lenses so that the aberration of one cancels
out the aberration of another. Such an arrangement of
lenses is called an achromatic lens.

YOu WILL SEE:

According to the passage, what is focal length?

A curved surface that refracts light
The distance from the focal plane to the lens
Adjustment by the muscles that alters lens curvature

The degree that light rays of different colors are bent by
the lens

CHONCHS

This is a factual question. The information needed to answer this
question is directly stated in the text. Choice (B) is the correct answer.
Some questions will ask you to draw conclusions based on material in
the passage; others will ask about theé main idea of a selection. Some
may even ask what information does not appear in the passage.

Vocabulary Items

The vocabulary questions in this section test your English vocabulary.
There are between 12 and 17 questions focusing on specific words from
the reading passage. Each word is taken from a specific line in the text;
the line is referred to in the question. You must choose the word that
has the same meaning from among the four choices given. Here’s an
example from the previous text.

YOu WILL SEE:

The word “distortion” in lines 12 and 13 is closest in meaning to

@ classification
deformation
© reaction
®© reflection

The word that is the closest in meaning to the tested word, distortion,
is choice (B). Additional hints for vocabulary questions can be found in
Chapter 2.

Cohesion Items

Another type of question that is used to test reading comprehen-
sion is called cohesion. Cohesion occurs when elements of a passage
are linked to other elements. Cohesion allows the author to refer to
previously mentioned information, and it allows the reader to keep pre-

11
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viously mentioned information in mind while continuing to read the
passage. To understand cohesion when it is used, one must understand
the passage. Thus, TOEFL uses cohesion to test reading comprehen-
sion. Cohesion items typically test object pronouns (it, they, them) and
demonstrative pronouns (this, these, those). Here is an example of a
question that involves cohesion.

YOu WILL SEE:

The word “This” in line 12 refers to

@® surface
adjusting
© light

®© bending

The word that “this” refers to is bending, option (D). A typical version
of the TOEFL will contain about five such items, or an average of one
per passage.

During your experience taking the TOEFL, you will see process verbs.
These words give you important clues as to the type of response that
the question or task requires, so it is necessary for you to have a good
understanding of them. Among the process verbs commonly seen on the
TOEFL are:

Process Verb | Definition

claim to express an unproven opinion

clarify to explain in more detail

contradict to express an opposite belief

define to identify the meaning of a concept

demonstrate | to show or explain a process or idea

describe to list the characteristics of an idea or object

discuss to give information or ideas

infer to form a new idea or opinion from stated facts

prove to show by factual explanation

rebut to prove that something is false by factual explanation
refute to defend by explaining why something is not true
show to give information supporting an idea

state to express or give information

stress to give special attention to an idea

support to provide information that confirms an idea or opinion ‘

12
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SOME HELPFUL HINTS FOR BOTH FORMATS OF THE TOEFL

You can get most of the answers to your questions about the TOEFL at
wwuw.ets.org/toefl.

Information on testing centers, practice questions, and general
descriptions of the TOEFL can be found at the official TOEFL website.

On all parts of the TOEFL, be sure to answer all questions. On the
iBT, you are penalized for not answering questions. On multiple-choice
test items, if you must guess, choose (B) or (C), since they are slightly
more likely than (A) or (D) to be the correct response.

On the iBT, some questions will have more than one answer, particu-
larly if the question deals with factual information presented as a series
in the passage or text. A box under a question may tell you to “Click on
two answers.” You may also have to manipulate data with the mouse.
For example, you may be given a series of events to place in a specific
order. You will click on the sentences and drag them to the appropriate
slots that appear on the test item screen.

Because the iBT requires a greater variety of response formats, always
read the directions for each test item carefully. Ask yourself, “What do I
need to do here?”

Manage your time wisely! Both the ITP TOEFL and iBT are timed. The
amount of time available is stated at the beginning of each section. If
you are taking the ITP TOEFL, be sure to wear a watch (deactivate any
sounds your watch may make before entering the test session) and be
aware of the time you have remaining. No watches are allowed in the
room for the iBT. Whether you are taking the iBT or the ITP TOEFL, you
should become familiar with the directions and the examples for each
section before you take the tests.

Remember, when time has expired on a section, you may not return
to it. Work quickly and accurately. If it seems obvious to you that you
will not have enough time to finish a section of the TOEFL, GUESS (B)
or (C).

In the reading section of the iBT, you may skip questions, or go back
and change answers. However, do not waste time doing this unless you
are fairly certain that you have made a mistake! You cannot return to
questions in a previous part once you have clicked on Continue after
the last question in that part. Change your answer only if you find a
better answer.

Prepare yourself for the test. Being well prepared will give you the
confidence you need to achieve the very best result for you. In addition
to this book, Barron’s TOEFL iBT (Internet Based Test) provides you
with practical hints designed to help you maximize your TOEFL score, a
CD-ROM that simulates the experience of taking the iBT, and academic
skills hints, including tips on note taking, paraphrasing, summarizing,
and synthesizing.

13



CHAPTER

UNDERSTANDING
THE TOEFL READING
SECTION

Developing a good English vocabulary is the most important way to pre-
pare for the vocabulary you will see and hear on the TOEFL. It is also
a good way to prepare for the test generally. In addition to developing a
good English vocabulary, it is very important to know the kind of vocab-
ulary you will see on the TOEFL and to understand how it is tested.

The reading section of the iBT contains approximately three to five
passages with 12-14 questions for each passage. In the ITP, there are
four to five reading passages and up to 50 questions. It is important for
you to remember that your general vocabulary is tested in all sections
of the TOEFL. However, it is in this section of the TOEFL where your
knowledge of specific vocabulary items is tested.

Passages from which vocabulary questions are drawn are written in a
formal, academic style, typical of most college- or university-level texts
and journals. The topics of these passages are those a first-year college
student in North America would be likely to encounter. The topics come
from such areas as the Natural Sciences, Business, Liberal Arts, and the
Social Sciences. Some passages contain references to North American
places and personalities. Others will refer to historical events and may
include dates. It is important for you to understand that your knowledge
of these North American places and personalities is never tested on the
TOEFL. You do not have to be familiar with the content of the passages
to be successful on this section of the TOEFL.

SAMPLE QUESTIONS

The following passage and the questions that follow are used to illus-
trate and discuss the types of reading comprehension questions and
tasks that you will find on the TOEFL. First, as a warm-up, you will read
a sample passage for the ITP and work through the test questions. Then
you will read a sample iBT passage and work through those questions.
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Through a somewhat controversial process, Hawaii was
the last territory to become a state. In 1842, the United
States recognized the Kingdom of Hawaii as an inde-
pendent country. In subsequent years, Americans and
other foreign groups moved to the islands. They began to
influence local politics. In 1887, Hawaiian King Kalakaua
gave the United States exclusive rights to use Pearl Har-
bor as a naval base in exchange for certain trading
privileges. [A W] After the King died, his sister, Queen
Liliuokalani, followed him to the throne. In 1894, a blood-
less revolution led by American businessmen removed
her from office. She was replaced by Stanford B. Dole.
With the support of the Americans running the local gov-
ernment, Hawaii became a U.S. territory in 1900. [B W] In
19589, the U.S. Congress approved legislation permitting
Hawaii o convert to statehood. [C W] Shortly afterward,
Hawaiians voted almost 17 to 1 in favor of statehood.
O m]

1. What does the passage mainly discuss?

@ Democracy in Hawaqii

The history of Hawaiian monarchs

© The evolution of Hawaii’s political status
®© American military control in Hawaii

On the ITP TOEFL, you would darken the oval containing the letter (C)
on your answer sheet.

2. The word “controversial” is closest in meaning to
@ adversarial
remarkable
© gratifying
® debatable

This type of vocabulary item is typically used on the ITP TOEFL. The cor-
rect response is (D).

3. The word “They” in the passage refers to

@ the United States

Americans and other foreign groups
© in subsequent years

®© the islands
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This is an antecedent question. The item tests whether you understand
what they refers to. The correct answer is (B).

4. Look at the phrase “in exchange for” in the passage.
In saying that the United States got exclusive access
to Pearl Harbor “in exchange for certain trading privi-
leges.” the author means the United States:

@ ftraded access to its markets for a naval base in
Hawaii.

offered to rent the land it needed for a base in
Hawaii.

absorbed Hawaii by granting it membership in the
union.

was excluded by the Hawaiian king from Hawaiian
markets.

©)

© ©

This is a whole phrase item. It tests whether you can separately under-
stand the words in a group and then assemble them to arrive at an
understanding of their meaning as a group. One clue to the meaning of
this phrase is the word exchange. Since you are already familiar with
exchanging money or exchanging addresses, you can probably guess
that this has something to do with a two-way transfer—in this case, the
right to use some land in Hawaii for access to U.S. markets. Once you
have pieced together the larger context, it is easier to see that the cor-
rect response is (A), traded access to its markets for a naval base in
Hawaii.

5. According to the passage, which of the following is
true about King Kalakaua?

@ He was replaced by Stanford B. Dole.

He made a trade agreement with the United
States.

© He welcomed foreign groups into the island.

® He supported bloodless revolution.

This is an example of a fact question. The response to the question is
directly stated in the passage. You would darken circle (B), since he was
the leader of Hawaii who gave the United States exclusive military rights
in exchange for a trade agreement.
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6. Why does the author mention Americans and foreign

groups in the passage?

@ They exerted a powerful influence in local politics.

They promoted trade between Hawaii and other
countries.

© They approved legislation giving Hawaii its state-
hood.

®© They supported Queen Liliuokalani’s plan to remain
an independent nation.

This item requires you to identify the author’s purpose for mentioning
a specific fact in the passage. You would darken circle (A), since the
foreign groups that arrived in Hawaii did, indeed, exert great political
power in local Hawaiian politics.

7. Find the phrase "in favor of” in the passage. In saying
that *Hawaiians voted 17 to 1 in favor of statehood,”
the author means that they:

@ supported independence.
voted against statehood.
© wanted to join the union.
®© became a favorite resort,

Here, you would darken circle (C), wanted to join the union. In the pas-
sage, the word favor is a good clue to the meaning of the whole phrase,
as is the adjoining phrase voted almost 17 to 1. This phrase strongly
suggests that a vote has been taken and that the Hawaiians supported
statehood by the margin given. Therefore, in favor of must indicate a
positive vote, or formal support for a particular proposition or candidate.

Examine the task below. In this type of task, you must insert the
sentences into the appropriate place in the passages. Your choices are
marked with a box [H)].

8. Look at the four squares [B] that show where the
following sentence could be inserted into the passage

In so doing. it became the fiftieth state.

Where could the sentence best be added? [Al. [B], [C].
or [D]

The correct placement for this sentence is [D H].
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9. An introduction for a short summary of the passage
appears below. Complete the summary by choosing
three of the six choices that best summarize the infor-
mation in the passage. Some sentences do not belong
in the summary because they are not included in the
passage or are minor points from the passage.

The story of Hawaii’s path to statehood is a subject of
controversy.

@® Hawadii’s climate played a maqjor role in its accep-
tance of statehood. Its agricultural products were
sought by many nations around the world.

After the death of Hawaiian King Kalakaua, and
the ousting of Queen Liliuokalani, foreign interests
became intensely involved in the political matters
of the island.

© Largely due to American influence in local politics,
the United States recognized Hawaii as an inde-
pendent nation just before achieving statehood.

®© An American businessman seized the opportunity
that weak leadership presented and led a peace-
ful movement to remove Queen Liliuokalani from
her position of power.

® Due to the political power that the Americans
had in local government, a very close relationship
formed with the United States that permitted the
suggestion of statehood for the island nation.

® Because of the agreements that were made
between Hawaii and the United States, Pearl
Harbor was able to play an important role in
World War .
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The best sentences to be added to the summary are (B), (D), and (E).
You would darken those three circles.

iBT Reading Comprehension Sample

Single causation rarely accounts for complex historical events.

Instead, most noteworthy historical events are caused by a plethora

of conditions and events. For example, many scholars believe that

the Great Depression in the United States can be attributed to sev-
(5) eral national and worldwide conditions.

First, though it may not have been a direct cause of the Great
Depression, the Mississippi Valley in America experienced a severe
drought around the time of the Great Depression. The area affected
included 100,000,000 acres in parts of Texas, Oklahoma, New

(100 Mexico, Colorado, and Kansas. Along with the drought, farmers had
not rotated crops or used cover crops to prevent erosion. Thus, when
they plowed the topsoil, the natural grasses that would normally
trap moisture and keep the soil in place were displaced. As a result,
the region experienced severe dust storms and agricultural damage.

15 (A H] In fact, the term “Dust Bowl” is often used to refer to this period
of severe dust storms when the soil dried and blew away in dark
clouds. (B H] With the land useless, many farmers could not pay
their taxes and debts. They had little choice but to sell their farms
and travel to other states to find work, even if it meant migrating

20) from farm to farm to pick fruit for low wages. [C H] Their plight was
captured by the American writer John Steinbeck, in books such as
The Grapes of Wrath and Of Mice and Men. [D H|

Second, the stock market crash of 1929 resulted in stockhold-
ers losing more than $40 billion. On “Black Tuesday,” October 29,

(25) 1929, share prices of the New York Stock Exchange plummeted. As
stock prices fell, more and more investors decided to leave the stock
market, resulting in about 16 million shares traded on Black Tues-
day. Although some prominent investors, such as members of the
Rockefeller family, bought large quantities of stock to demonstrate

30) their confidence in the market, their efforts could not prevent the
crash. While it is true that the stock market began to recover in the
days and weeks after the crash, it did not recover enough to pre-
vent America from entering the Great Depression. The Great Crash
sparked a twelve-year economic slump that affected Western indus-

(35) trialized countries.

Third, over 9,000 banks failed during the 1930s. Unlike today,
bank deposits were not insured, meaning that many people lost their
savings. Banks also became more hesitant to loan money. Fourth,
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Americans stopped purchasing items and, as a result, production

(40) fell. In turn, because production was reduced, employers reduced
their workforces. Unemployment rose to over 25 percent in 1933. As
people lost their jobs, they became unable to pay for items they
bought on installment plans, and so their goods were repossessed,
which resulted in an increase in businesses’ inventories.

45)  Fifth and finally, the U.S. government passed the Smoot-Hawley
Tariff Act, or the Tariff Act of 1930. The act was sponsored by U.S.
Senator Reed Smoot, a Republican from Utah and chairman of the
Senate Finance Committee, and Representative Willis C. Hawley,
a Republican from Oregon and chairman of the House Ways and

(50) Means Committee. The act, which raised U.S. tariffs on over 20,000
imported goods, had as its main purpose the protection of American
jobs from global competition. The act was not without its opponents,
however. For example, in May 1930, 1,028 economists signed a
petition asking President Hoover to veto the legislation. Henry Ford

55) and J.P. Morgan chief executive Thomas Lamont also met with the
president to request that he veto the act. President Hoover opposed
the bill but nevertheless signed it into law. Foreign governments
also opposed the act. While the bill was moving through Congress,
foreign governments had threatened retaliation by raising the tariff

(60) rates on American goods imported into their countries. After the bill
was signed into law, foreign governments lived up to their threats.
For example, Canada, the U.S.'s largest trading partner, retaliated
by imposing new tariffs on products that accounted for approxi-
mately 30 percent of U.S. exports to Canada.

1. What does the passage mainly discuss?
@® Policies involving U.S. trade
Causes of the Great Depression
© Reasons for stock market crashes
® Books written by American authors

You would click the oval next to the second option.
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2. The word plethora in line 2 is closest in meaning to
® few
shortage
© complexity
®© overabundance

The correct response is (D).

3. According to the passage, all of the following are mentioned as
causes of the Great Depression EXCEPT

@® bank failure
higher tariffs

© installment plans
® stock market crash

The correct response is (C).

4. Find the word it in line 32. Using your mouse, click on the word or
phrase in the passage that it refers to.

This is an antecedent question. The item tests whether you under-
stand what the pronoun it refers to. Using your mouse, you would high-
light the phrase by clicking on the stock market in the passage.

5. According to the passage, which of the following is true about
President Hoover?

@® He refused to meet with Henry Ford.

He followed the advice of Thomas Lamont.

© He supported the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act.

®© He signed the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act into law.

This is an example of a fact question. The response to the question is
directly stated in the passage. You would click on response (D).
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6. Why does the author mention economists in the last paragraph of
the passage?
@ Because they caused the economic crisis.
Because they opposed the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act.
© Because they acted in ways that worsened the economy.
® Because they exerted undue influence on President Hoover.

The correct response is (B).

7. The word sparked in line 34 is closest in meaning to
@ started
hastened
© hampered
® anticipated

The correct response is (A).

8. The word sponsored in line 46 is closest in meaning to
@® backed
paid for
© attacked
® subsidized

The correct response is (A).

9. The word veto in line 54 is closest in meaning to
@ bar
reject
© revise
® consider

The correct response is (B).
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10. Find the word they in line 12. Using your mouse, click on the word
or phrase in the passage that they refers to.

This is an antecedent question. The item tests whether you under-
stand what the pronoun they refers to. Using your mouse, you would
highlight the word by clicking on farmers in the passage.

11. Look at the four squares [H] that show where the following sentence
would be inserted into the passage:

The dust clouds sometimes traveled hundreds of miles.
Where could the sentence best be added? [A], [B], [C], or [D]
Click on a [H] to insert the sentence into the passage.
You would click on the square of your choice in the passage to place

the sentence in the passage. The correct placement for this sentence is
(B m).

12. With which of the following statements would the author of the
reading most probably agree?

@ The Great Depression had many causes.
Stock market crashes should be prevented.

© Economists do not always know what is best.
®© High tariffs should be used to protect farmers.

The correct response is (A).
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13. An introduction for a short summary of the passage appears below.
Complete the summary by choosing three of the six choices that
best summarize the information in the passage. Some sentences
do not belong in the summary because they are not included in the
passage or are minor points from the passage.

The Great Depression in the United States was not caused by one
event or condition; instead, it was caused by several.

@ The drought that resulted in the Dust Bowl meant that many
farmers could no longer pay their debts. As a result, they had to
leave their farms.

The farmers had not rotated their crops or used special crops to
prevent erosion.

© On Black Tuesday, stockholders sold their shares of stocks
and lost more than $40 billion, sparking a long-term economic
downturn.

® The Rockefeller family bought large quantities of stock.

® The Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act led to trade retaliation, hurting
U.S. exports.

® The Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act was sponsored by two Republicans

who were leaders in the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives.

The best sentences to be added to the passage are (A), (C), and (E).
Using your mouse, you would click on each of the three answer choices,
and then drag and place each next to one of the three dots above the
option.

25



Z[TClE ot
ESSENTIAL WORDS FOR THE TOEFL

STRATEGY FOR THE iBT AND ITP TOEFL

Each TOEFL vocabulary item refers you to a word (or phrase, such as a
two-word verb) in a specific line of the passage. You are then asked to
identify a synonym for that word. These choices are marked by the let-
ters: (A), (B). (C), and (D). You must identify the word among the choices
that is closest in meaning to the word in quotation marks. Words that are
very close or identical in meaning are called synonyms. Now go back
and examine question 2 on page 16 again.

This question is typical of vocabulary items on the ITP TOEFL. The
topic is from U.S. history, and the question contains a single word in
quotation marks. The correct answer is (D), debatable. Debatable is a
synonym for controversial. As in this example, the word you select is
the one that best matches the meaning of the word in quotation marks.
Note that all four of the choices make sense in the sentence and that
they make use of other information given in the passage. Many vocabu-
lary questions are written so that the context of the sentence or the pas-
sage seldom helps you to determine the meaning of the word. Therefore,
you must know the word in order to make the correct choice.

Because the context may not help you, you should simply look at the
underlined word and choose its synonym from among the four choices,
then check to see if the synonym makes sense in the sentence in which
it appears. It is best for you to use this strategy because it will prevent
frustration and save time. You will need this time for the reading com-
prehension questions. Remember, on the TOEFL, (B) and (C) answers
tend to be used slightly more than (A) and (D). So choose (B) or (C) when
guessing. Also remember that answer choices that contain the same
prefix or suffix, or are pronounced like the underlined word are seldom
the correct answers.

Note that choice (A), adversarial, sounds and has letters similar to
controversial. Such words are not usually the correct choice. Such
words are often used to distract you. Unless you are sure of the answer,
do not choose these words.
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Let’s see how to use our strategy with a sample item. Look at question
2 on page 16 again, noting the word in quotation marks. Do not reread
the line referred to or the paragraph that contains it. Instead, read the
four choices and make your selection of the best synonym.

This is an example of how you should read vocabulary
items.

+++++++controversial“++++++++++++++ +
+++++++++

@ adversarial
remarkable
© gratifying
® debatable

You should pay attention only to the word in quotation marks and the
choices that follow. If you know the meaning of the word and recognize
the synonym, there is no need to read the context in which it is used. If
you do not know the meaning of the word, you must make an educated
guess about its synonym. The context will not usually help you to deter-
mine the correct choice. All of the choices from the example above fit
into the original context.’

Through a somewhat adversarial process, Hawaii was
the last territory to become a state.

Through a somewhat remarkable process, Hawaii was
the last territory to become a state.

Through a somewhat gratifying process, Hawaii was the
last territory to become a state.

Through a somewhat debatable process, Hawaii was
the last territory to become a state.

These sentences show that the context does not help you to determine
the meaning of the word being tested. If you simply cannot decide on
the answer, you can refer to the sentence in which it is used. In the case
of the phrasal examples above, there may be some clues in the context
that can help you tease out the meaning of the phrase, as shown above.
[t may also help you to remember any previous experience you have had
with the word. However, you are often better off ignoring the context if
you know the answer, and you should not waste a lot of time analyzing
contextual information. If you cannot make sense of any of the clues
available in the context, or recall the phrase from another context, sim-
ply make a guess and move on.
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Essential Words for the TOEFL gives you additional practice in ignor-
ing the context of vocabulary items on the TOEFL through the matching
exercises that are found in each lesson. In these exercises, you are given
a word followed by four possible synonyms. Your task is to mark the
letter of the correct synonym. The following matching exercise uses the
example previously introduced.

Controversial

@ adversarial
remarkable
© gratifying
®© debatable

REMEMBER

* Do not waste time rereading the context in which the word is
used. Look only at the word in quotation marks and search
for a synonym among the answer choices.

e Analyze words quickly. Spending too much time studying
word roots, prefixes, and suffixes can cause you to misuse
valuable time.

e Work quickly, but carefully. You should try to spend only 30
seconds on each vocabulary question.

e Words that contain similar sounds and spelling are usually
not the correct answer.

e Always answer every question. If you must guess, choose (B)
or (C) as your answer. Your score on Section 3 is based solely
on the number of correct answers.

Timing and checking your work. Depending on the format of the
TOEFL you are taking, you will have between 31 and 55 minutes on the
ITP and 60 minutes on the standard iBT to complete this section. If you
take the long iBT, you will have 100 minutes to complete this section.
Some test takers report that they do not have enough time to complete
the reading questions, so you should work quickly. If you follow the
strategies in this book, you will have adequate time to complete the
reading section of the TOEFL.

Manage your time wisely! If you finish early, use the Review icon to
go back to test items and check your answers. Cheching your responses
will allow you to identify and correct any errors. Also, because vocabu-
lary items do not require you to reread and comprehend the entire pas-
sage, they can be checked more rapidly than reading comprehension
items. After you have checked your responses to the vocabulary items, if
you still have time, beginning with the first passage, check your answers
to the reading comprehension test items.
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IMPROVING YOUR
TOEFL VOCABULARY

THE IMPORTANCE OF READING ... A LOT!

One of the best ways to build your vocabulary is to read authentic English
language material. You should read material that a college student would
read. Examples of such material are newspapers, college textbooks,
encyclopedia articles, magazines, and academic books. Any material that
has an academic theme will help you to get used to the kinds of words
and the style of writing you will find on the TOEFL. Reading articles on a
variety of topics of interest to you will help you to develop your vocabu-
lary. Pay attention to new groups of words, expressions, and phrases
you encounter in your reading. Take advantage of resources—teachers,
native speakers of English—to learn their meanings.

MAKE WORD LISTS

Another good way to learn new words is to make word lists. Many stu-
dents use a small notebook, word processing program, or the note pad
on their tablet or smart phone for this purpose. When you discover a
new word, or group of words, add it to a list of words to be learned. On
one side of the page, list the new words. To the right of this list, write
synonyms for the new words. Study the words by covering the syn-
onyms, looking at the new word, and recalling the synonyms. It is also
useful to reverse the process so that you practice both the new words
and their synonyms.

LEARN WORDS FROM OLD TOEFLs

Learn words that have been tested on previous TOEFLs. The underlined
words on previous TOEFL tests are sometimes tested again, but they fre-
quently appear among the four choices presented as synonyms for new
words that are tested. You can find words to put on your word lists on
any TOEFL tests that you have. TOEFL tests can be found online and in
the TOEFL test kits available from the Educational Testing Service.
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LEARN THE WORDS IN THIS BOOK

Include all of the words listed in this book on your lists. These words have
been carefully researched and selected, and many will appear on the
TOEFL.

You should learn prefixes, suffixes, and word roots. For a list of them,
see Chapter 4. Suggestions for studying word roots, suffixes, and pre-
fixes can be found in that chapter.

LEARN TO USE A THESAURUS

Become familiar with a thesaurus. A thesaurus is a word list of syn-
onyms. When you find a word that you don’t know, look it up in the
thesaurus. Note a synonym for the word on a word list. If you find a syn-
onym, but still don’t know the meaning of the word, look it up in a print
or online English language dictionary. If you can’t find the word in the
thesaurus, it will not be tested on the TOEFL. The TOEFL tests only those
words that have a variety of synonyms. For more information about the
use of a thesaurus, see Chapter 4.

VOCABULARY BUILDING STRATEGIES

* Read often. Choose material that is written for college-level readers.

* Make word lists of new words with synonyms and practice them
often.

* Learn words that have been tested on previous TOEFLs.

* Learn word roots, prefixes, and suffixes found in Chapter 4.

e Study the list of 500 essential words in Chapter 5 of this book.
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DEVELOPING WORD ATTACK SKILLS

When readers find an unfamiliar word in a sentence, they are sometimes
able to determine its meaning by reading the other words in the sen-
tence. The other words give the “context” that allows readers to make an
educated guess about the meaning of an unfamiliar word.

Words fit into contexts in two ways. One is purely grammatical: The
formof the word is grammatically correct for its position in the sentence.
For example, you know that the space between “the” and “student”
belongs to an adjective, so you know that “brilliant” fits into that space
correctly, while “brilliance,” which is a noun, does not.

However, we already know that on TOEFL vocabulary questions all
of the possible answers fit the grammatical context of the sentence.
Therefore, the degree of success you will have on this part of the TOEFL
depends upon whether you understand a word’s meaning as well as
its form. That in turn depends upon how well you can understand its
parts and how well you can read its context for clues to its meaning. In
this chapter, you will learn how to determine the meaning of a word by
studying its parts.

Many English words consist of more than one part. Let's examine three
important parts you should know in order to improve your vocabulary.

Word Roots

Many words in English contain Latin and Greek roots. These roots con-
vey the basic meaning of the word and they occur repeatedly throughout
the language. Knowing these roots will help you to determine the mean-
ing of words with which you are not familiar. On page 33 is a list of com-
mon roots and their general meanings.

Leaming these roots will help you to recognize the basic meaning of
hundreds of English words. Let’s look at the word manufacture. Manu-
facture is a combination of two root words, manu and fact. Using the list
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on page 33, we can see that manu means “hand” and fact means “make”
or “do.” Therefore, we can infer the meaning “make by hand.”

Let's look at another example, biography. Again, using the list on page
33, we see that bio means “life” and graph “write.” Therefore, we can
conclude that the word’s meaning relates to the “writing of a life,” the
written story of a person’s life.

How to Study Word Roots
There are several ways to study word roots. One effective way is to
make a flash card for each one. On each card write the root and a word
containing the root. Also, write the meaning of the root and a synonym
for the example word on the back of the card. As you practice with the
cards, first identify the meaning of the root, then the word containing
the root. Next, give a synonym for that word. As you study the roots, set
aside those you have learned and concentrate only on those roots and
synonyms that you have not learned. Save all of the cards for review.
Make word lists. When you read English material, make lists of words
that contain the roots that you have studied in this section of the book.
Identify the root and look up the word in a thesaurus. Write the mean-
ing of the root and a synonym of the word. This method will help you to
identify root words and synonyms on the TOEFL.
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Root
belli
biblio
bio
cosm
cycl
dic
dict
duc
duct
- fac
. fact
| fect
form
fort
geo
gram
graph
homo
log
logy

man
manu
mater
matri
medi
miss
mit
multi
nom
nym
pater
pathy
patri
ped
port
scend
scrib
script
secut
sent
sequ
tact

| tempor
tract
vene
vent
vers
vert
voc
vok
volu
volve

FAL® =)

BUILDING YOUR TOEFL VOCABULARY

Meaning
war

book

life

order
circle

two

word
carry, lead
carry, lead
do, make
do, make
do, make
shape
strong
earth
write
write
same
speech, study of
speech, study of
hand

hand

mother, home
mother, home
middle

send

send

many

name

name

father

feeling, suffering
father

foot

carry

climb

write

written language
follow

feel

follow

touch

time

pull, draw out
come, go

come, go

turn

turn

voice, call

voice, call

turn, roll

tum, roll

Example
rebellion
bibliography
biology
microcosm
cyclone
dichotomy
dictate
conducive
conduct
facsimile
manufacture
perfect
uniform

fortify
geography
telegram
autograph
homophone
dialog '
analogy
manage
manual
maternity
matriarch
mediocre
dismiss
submit
multiply
nominate
synonym
paternal
sympathy
patriarch
pedal
transport
ascend
scribble
postscript
consecutive
consent
subsequently
contact
contemporary
attractive
convene
advent
reverse
convert
vocal
revoke
convoluted
involve
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Prefixes

Prefixes are the second important part of words. A prefix is a part of
a word that is attached to the beginning of a word root. A prefix adds
meaning to the base word. Thus, if you know the meaning of the prefix,
you will be better prepared to determine the meaning of the word. Know-
ing both prefixes and word roots will unlock the meaning of thousands
of English words.

There are many prefixes in English. The list below contains some of
the most common prefixes found on the TOEFL.

Prefix Meaning Example
ante before anterior
anti against, not in favor anticipate
auto self autonomous
bi two biased
circum circle, around circumvent
co with, together coherent
col with, together collect

com with, together complex
con with, together condense
de down, reverse decline

dis no, not disregard

e out, from emit

ex out, from expel

im no, not improper
in in inactive
inter between, among interact

ir no, not irrelevant
micro small, tiny microscopic
mis wrong, bad, not mistake
mono one monotone
non not nonsense
post after postpone
pre before preconception
prim first primary
pro for, in favor of promote

re again recover
sub under submit

sup under supposition
trans across, over transmit
tri three triple

ultra excessive ultrasonic
un no, not undeniable
uni one unique
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Let's examine the word contact. We can determine from the list of
prefixes that con means “with.” Upon further examination of the word,
we see the word root tact means “touch.” Without knowing the exact
meaning of the word, we can guess that the word is related to “touch”
and “with.” Indeed, contact conveys the meaning of communication with
another person. Referring to the root words and prefixes in this chapter
we can ascertain that autobiography means “self, life, and write,” or the
story of a person's life written by that same person.

You can approach your study of prefixes with the same method you
are using to learn word roots. Make a flash card for each of the prefixes.
On each card write the prefix and a word containing the prefix. Write the
meaning of the prefix and a synonym for the example word on the back
of the card. As you practice with the cards, first identify the meaning of
the prefix, then the word containing the root. Next, give a synonym for
that word. Save all of the cards for review.

Make word lists. When you read English material, make lists of words
that contain the prefixes you recognize. Identify the prefix and look up
the word in a thesaurus. Write the meaning of the prefix and a synonym
for the word. This method will help you to identify words with prefixes
and synonyms on the TOEFL.

Suffixes

The final word part is the suffix. A suffix is added to the end of a word.
Similar to a prefix, a suffix adds meaning to the root word. However,
the meaning is often grammatical, telling us the tense or the function of
the word. Suffixes seldom change the actual meaning of the word in the
way that prefixes do. Suffixes are attached to verbs, nouns, and adjec-
tives. There are not many questions that test suffixes on this part of the
TOEFL, and you may already know many of them from your grammar
study. Nevertheless, you should become familiar with all the English
suffixes in the lists on pages 36 and 37.
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Suffix
| able
| ant
| ative
. ent
| etic
H ful

ible
| ical
' less
- ous
' ness

ry
- ship
' some
y

Suffix

ation
cule
dom
er
ery
hood
ist
less

ment
ness
ous
ship

ly
ways
wise

36

Meaning

capable of
tendency to
tendency to
tendency to
relating to

full of

capable

relating to
without

full of

a quality of being
occupation
condition or state
tendency to

a quality of being

NOUN SUFFIXES

Meaning
place

process

small

state of being
one who does
occupation
state of being
one who does
without

like, similar to
state of being
state of being
full of

state of being

the way
the way
the way

Example
affordable
dominant
innovative
persistent
sympathetic
harmful
discernible
identical
harmless
famous
kindness
ministry
citizenship
bothersome
arbitrary

Example
library
population
minuscule
wisdom
teacher
dentistry
manhood
geologist
careless
manly
contentment
happiness
enormous
citizenship

predictably
sideways
otherwise
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VERB SUFFIXES

Suffix Meaning Example
ade process of persuade
ate to make accentuate
en to make broaden
er process of shelter

ize to make emphasize

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY BUILDING TOOLS
The Dictionary

For students of English as a Second Language, a good English diction-
ary is essential. It is a source of valuable information, and if it is used
correctly, the dictionary will serve as a useful tool to help you toward
your goal of English fluency.

There are many types of dictionaries that a student may consider,
including collegiate, learner’s, unabridged, and bilingual dictionaries.

For more advanced students, collegiate or college dictionaries are
preferred. In addition to the standard word entries, collegiate dictionar-
ies often contain separate sections that contain abbreviations, foreign
expressions used in English, and biographical listings. Some may also
contain geographical listings.

Highly recommended are learner’'s dictionaries. This type of dic-
tionary is specifically written for students of English as a foreign lan-
guage. Definitions are written in clear, easy to understand English.
These dictionaries often anticipate learner’s questions with special
explanatory sections. They also use a standard phonetic alphabet to
indicate the pronunciation of the entries.

Unabridged dictionaries are the most comprehensive, but not practi-
cal for second language learners because of their detail. An unabridged
dictionary is an excellent source for determining the historical develop-
ment of words, examples of sentences that demonstrate proper usage,
antonyms, and synonyms.

A bilingual dictionary that contains words in your native language
and English should be avoided. Often these dictionaries are incomplete
and give only basic native language equivalent words. These words are
frequently out of date or inappropriate for the context of the sentence
in which you want to use the unknown words. Therefore, entries in
bilingual dictionaries can be misleading. In fact, they can actually cause
you to make mistakes. It is worthwhile for English language students to
switch to a learner’s dictionary as soon as possible, or to use it in con-
junction with a bilingual dictionary. You will find that your vocabulary
will increase faster by using an English language dictionary.
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What You Can Learn

A dictionary gives you the information required to choose the best word
for your needs. A typical dictionary entry contains the correct spelling
of a word, followed by the word written in a phonetic alphabet. In addi-
tion, many online leamer dictionaries provide the spoken word to serve
as a guide to its pronunciation. Following the phonetic spelling of the
word, its part of speech is indicated. The meanings of the word are given
in a numerical order, sometimes followed by a sentence that shows the
proper use of the word. While many modern dictionaries list the mean-
ings of words from the most common and current meaning to the oldest
meaning, some list their definitions from the earliest meaning to the
latest meaning. Therefore, before you choose a definition, you should
read all the meanings of the entry, then choose the one that meets your
needs. Some dictionaries provide synonyms, or words with the same
general meaning, and antonyms, words that have the opposite meaning.
Some dictionaries give the derivation, a historical development of the
word that follows a word back through different languages to its origin.

English language dictionaries contain entries listed in alphabetical
order, that is, in an A to Z order. Two guide words appear at the top
of each page in a dictionary. The word on the left is the first entry of
the two pages; the word on the right indicates the last entry on the two
pages. You can use these guide words to determine if the word you are
looking up is contained arnong those entries on the two pages.

max ¢ i * mum (mdk’so-mom) n. pl. -mums or -ma (-mJ).
Abbr. max. 1.a. The greatest possible quantity or degree.
b. The greatest quantity or degree reached or recorded;
the upper limit of variation. ¢. The time or period during
which the highest point or degree is attained. 2. An upper
limit permitted by law or other authority. 3. Astronomy. a.
The moment when a variable star is most brilliant. b. The
magnitude of the star at such a moment. 4. Mathematics.
a. The greatest value assumed by a function over a given
interval. b. The largest number in a set. —maximum adj.
Abbr. max. 1. Having or being the greatest quantity or the
highest degree that has been or can be attained: maximum
temperature. 2. Of, relating to, or mahing up a maximum:
a maximum number in a series. [Latin, from neuter of max-
imus, greatest.]
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As we see, the word entry is for the word maximum. By examining the
word entry, we can determine that it contains three syllables; each syl-
lable being separated by the mark e, maxeiemum. The word is followed
by a phonetic spelling of the word inside parentheses, (mak’sa-mam). At
the bottom of every page of the dictionary, you will find a pronunciation
key that will give you the speech sounds of the symbols. Following the
pronunciation, you will find a part of speech label. Here are the tradi-
tional speech labels found in most dictionaries.

WORD LABELS
abbr. abbreviation ph. v. phrasal verb
adj. adjective pl. plural
adv. adverb prep. preposition
ant. antonym pron. pronoun
conj. conjunction sing. singular
interj. interjection syn. synonym
intr. intransitive b transitive
n. noun V. verb

Following the pronunciation entry for the word maximum, an n. and
the plural forms (identified by the abbreviation pl) pl. -mums, or -ma
appear. According to the labels, these abbreviations mean that the word
is a noun and its plural can be formed two ways, by replacing the last
syllable mum with mums (maximums) or ma (maxima). The plural forms
are followed by the abbreviation of the word, identified by Abbr. max.
Each definition of the word is marked by a number.

In many dictionaries, the order of the definitions reflects the frequency
of use of each meaning of the word. The definitions that follow the first
definition reflect more specialized uses. Your dictionary will explain the
order in which the meanings are presented. When the numbered defini-
tion has closely related meanings, they are marked with l.a., b., and
c. as in the example on page 38. Also note that words with specialized
definitions in academic disciplines are identified. In the sample entry,
there are two specialized uses of the word maximum, one in Astronomy,
3.a. and b., and another in Mathematics, 4.a. and b. After all meanings
of the noun form are defined, the entry continues with the definition
of the adjective form. The last item of the entry gives the derivation, or
word origin, inside brackets [ ].

Please note that several styles of usage are normally indicated in a
dictionary entry. These styles are typically identified in the following
ways:
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Nonstandard — Words that do not belong to any standard
educated speech

Informal — Words that are often used in conversation and
seldom in formal writing

Slang — Usually a highly informal word that is often
figurative in use. Its meaning is usually
short-lived

Vulgar — A word that is taboo or not socially acceptable
in most circumstances

Obsolete — A word that is no longer in common usage

Archaic — A word that was in common usage, but now
rarely used

Rare — Words that have never been common in the
language

British — Words that are in common usage in British
English

Regional — Words that are used in a limited geographical
area

The Thesaurus

A thesaurus is a collection of words with similar meanings, usually pre-
sented in alphabetical order. These words are called synonyms. Use of
a thesaurus is helpful when you must change a word to another word
with a similar meaning. Many thesauruses list whole phrases in addi-
tion to single words. For example, one well-known print thesaurus con-
tains more than 330,000 words and phrases in over 1,000 categories.
Thus, it provides useful information about how words group or combine
in the language as well as clues to their meanings and synonyms.

The entries in a thesaurus typically contain the synonyms in most
frequent to least frequent occurrence. In a modern print thesaurus,
guide words also appear at the tops of pages. Their function is the same
as that of the guide words in dictionaries, indicating the first and last
words of the pages. All words on the page appear in alphabetical order.
Not all words have synonyms, yet almost all words on the TOEFL are
words with many synonyms. Therefore, regular use of a thesaurus,
either in print, online, or in a word processing program, will build your
vocabulary and help you to prepare for the TOEFL.

Most of the same word labels used in dictionaries appear in a thesau-
rus. Many entries do not specify the difference between adjective and
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adverb, since the same forms can often appear both as an adjective and
as an adverb. The abbreviation mod. is used to mark such a word. Let’s
examine an entry for the word maximum.

maximum, mod.—Syn. supreme, highest, greatest: see best 1.

maximum, n.—Syn. supremacy, height, pinnacle, preemi-
nence, culmination, matchlessness, preponderance, apex,
peak, greatest number, highest degree, summit, nonpa-
reil; see also climax. ~Ant. minimum®*, foot, bottom.

There are two entries for this word. The abbreviation mod. in the first
entry indicates that the word could be used as a modifier of other words.
Following this, syn. indicates that synonyms for the word follow. At the
end of the listing appears the suggestion see best 1. This suggestion
refers us to the first entry for the word best if we wish to see more words
with meanings related to maximum.

The second entry gives the synonyms for the noun form of the word.
The n. indicates that the word is used as a noun, and syn. indicates that
synonyms follow. This entry also refers the reader to the word climax for
additional words related to maximum. At the end of the entry, antonyms,
marked with the label ant., are listed.

The dictionary and thesaurus are two powerful learning tools that you
should have for reference. They are essential for a good vocabulary build-
ing program. In addition, many publishers offer idiom dictionaries and
phrase books that can be useful in learning word combinations commonly
used in academic settings. Instructional material focusing on idioms and
phrases is available online at numerous websites catering to ESL and EFL
students. When you study such material, be sure to focus on academic
vocabulary, not slang. Slang does not appear on the TOEFL. Often, slang
will be indicated as such in a dictionary or thesaurus. Some academic
words have phrasal equivalents. A few examples are listed below:

Single Word Phrasal Synonym
adjust straighten out
endanger put in jeopardy
clandestine in disguise

settle take root

vague ill-defined

As a general rule, single words are preferable to phrases in formal
academic style when both options are available. However, the use of
phrases is still correct. Sometimes the words in phrases are so closely
associated with each other that they are written with a hyphen, as in ill-
defined above. Hyphens are also used to link word sequences that might
otherwise appear ungrammatical.
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CHAPTER

THE ESSENTIAL
TOEFL VOCABULARY

This chapter contains 30 lessons. Each lesson presents a set of key
TOEFL words. Following the entries, there are 10 matching exercises.
At the end of each lesson, there are 10 TOEFL-like vocabulary questions
that contain most of the words presented in each lesson. All of these
TOEFL-like questions provide an excellent vocabulary review as well as
solid preparation for not only the reading section of the TOEFL, but also
for all sections of the TOEFL.

You should study the lessons in order. For example, after studying les-
son 1, go directly to lesson 2. Do not study lessons out of order. The book
is designed to provide systematic review of words in previous lessons. By
studying the lessons out of order, you will be defeating the review system.

Let's examine a sample entry to see the kinds of information you will
learn.

intricate adj. having many parts; finely detailed

adv. intricately syn. complex
n. intricacy

The intricate design of the vase made it a valuable piece for her
collection.

I cannot begin to understand all of the intricacies of modern
automobile motors.

The entry features the word intricate. Directly under the word, you
will find other forms of the same word. These words have the same gen-
eral meaning; they represent the different parts of speecl: of the word.
For each of the forms, the part of speech is given. The foliowing abbre-
viations for parts of speech are used in the word entries:

43



Z[TCLEt=sl

ESSENTIAL WORDS FOR THE TOEFL

ad). - adjective

Qdv. — adverb

con,. — conjunction

V. - verb

n. — noun

ph. v. — phrasal verb
prep.ph. — prepositional phrase

In the case of intricate, the adjective form, adj., is presented as the key
word. Other forms of the entry, intricately and intricacy, are listed below
the main entry.

The key word is then defined in clear, easy to understand English. In
this example, we see that intricate means something having many parts
or something that is finely detailed.

Under the definition you will find a synonym for the key word. The
synonym is a word that has the same or a similar meaning and it is
marked with the letters syn. In the example on page 43, the synonym
given for intricate is complex.

Below the synonym, there are two sentences that show the usage of
two different forms of the word. The sentences are rich in context; that
is, the words surrounding the key word tend to support and clarify the
meaning of the key word. Let’s look at the two sentences in the example.

The intricate design of the vase made it a valuable
piece for her collection.

| cannot begin to understand all of the infricacies
of modern automobile engines.

The key word will usually appear in the first sentence. The key word
sentence is followed by a second sentence illustrating the use of one of
the related words, but with a different form of the word. If no related
words are given, then the second sentence serves as another illustration
of the meaning of the key word.

Some word forms are not included in the entries. These are words
that are not in common usage and not likely to appear on the TOEFL.

The word entries provide you with all the information that you need to
build a powerful TOEFL vocabulary.

STUDYING THE WORD ENTRIES

To learn vocabulary efficiently, you must have a study plan and follow it
carefully. The following plan has been useful to many students who are
building their TOEFL vocabulary.
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Plan to spend at least an hour studying the words in each lesson of
this book. Do not study words that you already know.

Read

First, read the word entries of the lesson carefully, including the defini-
tion, different forms, synonym, and example sentences. It is important
for you to associate the key word with its meaning and synonym. These
are the three most important parts of the word entry.

Reread

Next, read each word entry again. Look up unfamiliar words that appear
in the example sentences. This time when you study the entry we sug-
gest that you cover the key word, then look at the meaning and its syn-
onym. Then identify the key word. When you are able to identify the key
word, reverse the process by identifying the covered synonym. Finally,
cover everything in the entry, except the meaning, and identify the key
word and its synonym.

Find the Synonyms
You are now ready for the matching exercise at the end of the word list.
Let's look at a typical matching question.

1. intricate

@ functional
complex

© predominant
® inordinate

The purpose of the question is to test your knowledge of synonyms, a
key skill for the TOEFL. You will see four choices. In this example, you
must choose the synonym for the word intricate. The correct choice is
(B), complex. Nearly all the words that appear as answer choices are
key words introduced in the same and previous lessons. Check your
answers by referring to the Answer Key found at the back of this book.

You are now ready to test your skill on actual TOEFL-like questions.
Let’s look at the following test question.

The intricate design of the building’s facade is typical of
buildings of the nineteenth century.

®@® functional
accurate
© standard
® complex
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This test question is typical of the questions on the vocabulary section
of the TOEFL. You must choose the word that has the same or similar
meaning as the underlined word in the sentence. Most TOEFL questions
do not use the word in context-rich sentences. Therefore, as we learned
in Chapter 2, you will probably not be able to determine the meaning of
the word by reading the sentence. Therefore, look directly to the under-
lined word and do not read the sentence. Look for its synonym among
the four choices. The correct answer is (D), complex. Most of the answer
choices for the test questions at the end of each lesson are key words
introduced in that lesson.

After you have studied the word entries and their synonyms, and
completed the practice exercises, make flash cards. On one side of the
card, write the key word and its related forms. On the other side of the
card, write its synonym. Review these cards several times during the
weeks before your TOEFL test session. If you are preparing for a specific
TOEFL test date, make a study schedule based on how much time you
have before the TOEFL. For example, if you have six weeks before your
test date, plan to study five lessons each week

Be sure that you organize your cards. It is suggested that you orga-
nize your cards in alphabetical order by synonyms or by the lesson
number. Keep two groups of cards; one group for the words you have
learned, the second group for those words you need to learn. Review the
second group more often than the first group of words that you already
know.

As your vocabulary grows, return to the exercises and test questions
in each lesson.

By following this study plan, you will know that you are better pre-
pared for the important day when you take the TOEFL.

ANSWERING PHRASAL QUESTIONS

At least one phrase-type question is provided in each of this book’s 30
lessons. Each question contains a short passage that illustrates the use
of a vocabulary item in combination with other words that it is often
grouped with. For example, densely is a word that appears as a single
item in one of these lessons, but it is often combined with the word
populated to form the phrase densely populated. Therefore, densely
populated is treated as a whole phrase in one of the phrasal questions in
the book. It is always useful to learn the meanings of single words, but
it is also important to learn how these words combine with other words
in common word pairs or word groups.

In answering these questions, it is helpful to use what you already
know about the words in isolation and to keep a few simple strategies in
mind. Let’s look more closely at the densely populated example.
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First, you should read the passage carefully. A lot of what you need
to know about the word in combination and the meaning of the whole
phrase is already available in the passage itself. In this case, you know
that the phrase has something to do with the distribution of people in
a particular country: Some live close together in cities, while others live
far apart in the countryside. Therefore, you have a sense of what the
words mean in combination because you understand the general mean-
ing of the passage that illustrates and defines them.

Understanding the general meaning and the phrase’s context is prob-
ably enough for you to come up with the right answer to the practice
question in this book:

In stating that the Netherlands is densely populated, the
author means that its

@ people are very unevenly distributed.
population is the largest in Europe.

© population is the largest per square kilometer.
® cities are the largest cities in Europe.

Without going much further, you can probably guess that the best
answer here is (C) since it comes the closest to saying that the country
as a whole contains a lot of people without saying that it contains more
than any other country in Europe. However, there are other steps you
can take just to be sure.

You can also take a look at the entry for the target word, in this case
densely. Notice that the word is an adverb. This means that it limits
or modifies an adjective and a verb; in this instance, it tells you how
heavily populated a particular European country is—how many people
it contains per square kilometer. Other word combinations or phrases
fall into other categories. For example, some contain verbs followed
by prepositions (conforms to), some contain nouns preceded by prepo-
sitions (on impulse), and some contain nouns preceded by adjectives
(crushing blow). In other words, try to use as much information about a
word’s form or part of speech as you can in arriving at its meaning, and
specifically at an understanding of its relationship with the other words
around it.

Finally, recall any other instance of the phrase you have heard or
seen. For example, you may discover that you have already encountered
the phrase in your reading—in developing your awareness of vocabu-
lary through extensive reading—and you may have recorded it on one
of your flash cards. These phrases have been chosen because they are
commonly used in the language. For that reason, you are likely to come
across them in a variety of contexts. Their frequent use is also the

a7



ESSENTIAL WORDS FOR THE TOEFL

reason why understanding these words in combination can give you a
deeper and more general understanding of the language as a whole.

Word Combinations in This Book

The table beginning below includes the word combinations and phrases
highlighted in the book’s 30 vocabulary lessons.

In the first column on the left, you can see grammatical information
about each word combination’s part of speech. For example, disapprove
of is described as a verb because it fills that role in an English sentence:

Sheila disapproves of students who make a lot of noise.

In the second column, the chapter in which each word combination is
found is specified. Finally, an illustrative sentence is given in the third
column.

The table will help you learn new phrases and word combinations, as
well as general strategies for learning new words in combination wher-
ever you find them.

Word Combinations in This Book

(See the second column for lesson number)

VERBS Example

disapprove of 1 Many communities now disapprove
of cell or car phone use.

(see an) advantage in 2 Many people can see an advantage
in moving to big cities.

conform to 3 A chameleon changes color to
conform to its surroundings.

(be) determined to 4 Many residents are determined to
restrict the movement of deer.

work out 5 No one could work out the problem.

carry out 12 The government carried out the
plans for the construction of new
roads.

(be) reported to 12 They were reported to have powers
that protected them from attack.

come across 18 John came across some old coins
while cleaning out the basement.

look over 19 The architect looked over the house

plans carefully.
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VERBS (continued)
take the initiative

react to
run into
account for

bring about

(be) renowned for

(be) peculiar to

stem from

(be) open to interpretation

factor in

ADJECTIVES + NOUNS

intriguing question
crushing blow

face-to-face encounters

heightened awareness
gradual decrease
balanced view

curative powers

20

24

21

22

22

23

24

24

26

26

13

16

17

18

28
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Example

The center forward takes the initia-
tive and moves the ball forward.
The colorant reacts to the presence
of acid by turning red.

The students ran into some prob-
lems during the lab.

Scientists seek to account for
patterned circles in grain fields.
The industrial revolution brought
about many changes in manufac-
turing processes.

The orchestra is especially
renowned for its violin players.
Water storage is peculiar to a class
of animals called ruminants.

His good grades stem from his
dedication to studying.

Historical facts about the pyramids
are open to interpretation.

She had to factor in the cost of
shipping when shopping online.

Where human life first arose is still
an intriguing question.

The airplane’s invention was a
crushing blow for ballooning.

Lack of eye contact is a sign

of disrespect in face-to-face
encounters.

Heightened awareness has led to
worry about greenhouse gases.

A gradual decrease will not
stimulate spending or employment.
TV news rarely gives a balanced
view of people, products, and events.

A substance with curative powers
would actually kill bacteria.
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ADVERBS + ADJECTIVES Example

well-suited 5 The manager is well-suited for
the job.

comparatively easy 6 It is comparatively easy to switch
off some Internet sites.

densely populated 9 The Netherlands is the most
densely populated country in
Europe.

exceptionally talented 10 Relatively few children are
exceptionally talented musically.

fundamentally sound 14 NASA is confident that spacecrafts
are fundamentally sound.

perilously close 15 The world came perilously close to
losing the panda in the 1980s.

aptly named 27 The ship was aptly named after the
Titans, who ruled the universe.

prominently displayed 29 The electronic bar code is not
prominently displayed on a product.

severely punished 30 In some countries, high-speed

driving is severely punished.

PREPOSITIONS + NOUNS

to its core 7 Patients view the medical
profession as selfish to its core.
on impulse 25 Psychology has explored why

purchases are made on impulse.

COMPARATIVE ADJECTIVE

more prevalent than 11 Sports utility vehicles are more
prevalent than compact cars.

PHRASAL PREPOSITION

in conjunction with 5 Good road design in conjunction
with effective driver education
makes roads safer.

in opposition to 19 There is growing sentiment in
opposition to sea bass fishing.
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LESSON

Gl g o s

e abroad e attractive ¢ intervention
e abrupt e autonomous e persistent

e acceptable e chronic e postpone

e acclaim e disapproval e valid

e adverse e disruptive e withdraw

e aspect e haphazardly

abroad adv. to or in another country

syn. overseas; internationally

Louis Armstrong often traveled abroad.
Living abroad can be an educational experience.

abrupt adj. quick; without warmning

adv. abruptly syn. sudden
n. abruptness

There was an abrupt change in the weather.
After the incident everyone left abruptly.

acceptable adj. allowable or satisfactory

v. accept syn. permissible
adv. acceptably

n. acceptability
adj. accepting
The idea was acceptable to everyone.

The registrar accepted more applicants than he should have.

acclaim n. enthusiastic approval; applause

adj. acclaimed syn. praise
n. acclamation

Leonardo DiCaprio has earned acclaim abroad as an actor.
Acclaimed authors often win Pulitzer Prizes.

adverse adj. displeasing, objectionable, or bad

adv. adversely syn. unfavorable

n. adversity

n. adversary
The game was cancelled by officials due to the adverse weather
conditions.

His indecision adversely affected his job performance.
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aspect n. a part or characteristic of something; an
element
syn. facet

I would trust the professional’s advice in that aspect of economics.
There are many fascinating aspects to the complex procedure.

attractive adj. calling attention to; pleasing; creating

v. attract interest; pretty
n. attraction
n. attractiveness

] syn. appealing
adv. attractively

The idea of working four, ten-hour work days was attractive to many
employees.

The major attraction of the show was a speech by the president.

autonomous adj. by itself; with no association
adv. autonomously syn. independent

Mexico became an autonomous state in 1817.

Although working closely with the government, all businesses function
autonomously.

chronic adj. always present; continual

adv. chronically syn. constant

The author’s chronic headache prevented her from finishing the
chapter.

He is chronically late to class.

disapproval n. the act of disagreeing; not giving approval

v. disapprove syn. objection
adv. disapprovingly

Their disapproval of the plan caused the experiment to be abandoned.
The students disapproved of the level of difficulty of the test.

disruptive adj. causing confusion and interruption

v. disrupt syn. disturbing
n. disruption
adv. disruptively

Frequent questions during lectures can be disruptive.
The storm caused a disruption in bus service.
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haphazardly adv. having no order or pattern; by chance

adj. haphazard syn. arbitrarily; carelessly
n. haphazardness

It was obvious that the house was built haphazardly.
Susan completed the assignment in a haphazard way.

intervention n. taking action; be involved
v. intervene syn. involvement

The tutor’s intervention helped him improve his grade.

Some world leaders decide to not intervene in the affairs of other
nations.

persistent adj. continuous; refusing to give up; firm in

v. persist action or decision
n. persistence

adv. persistently syn. constant

The attorney’s persistent questioning unsettled the witness.
Her persistence earmmed her a spot on the team.

postpone v. to change to a later time; to delay

adj. postponable syn. reschedule
n. postponement

The referees decided to postpone the soccer match.
The postponement of the meeting upset the impatient club members.

valid adj. producing a desired result based on truths
n. validity or facts
adv. validly

syn. convincing
The students had a valid reason for missing class.
The professor questioned the validity of the test results.

withdraw v. to remove, take out, or take back
n. withdrawal syn. extract

The player withdrew from the competition.
Gloria had to make a withdrawal from her savings to pay tuition.
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L.

54

withdraw

@ extract
describe

© copy

® convince
autonomous

@® independent
sudden

© intermational
®© abrupt
chronic

® famous
visible

© constant

® ordinary
intervene

@ involve
oppose

© interrupt

®© create
aspect

@ attraction
talent

© characteristic
®© objection

10.

haphazardly

@® suddenly
secretly

© carelessly
®© constantly
constant

@ disruption
acceptable
© abrupt

® persistent
valid

@ attractive
convincing
© normal

®© abrupt
unfavorably

@ attractively
haphazardly

© acceptably
® adversely

postpone

@® respond
reschedule
© assert

®© reveal
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LESSON 1—MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST QUESTIONS

1. A customs union is an organization of autonomous countries
that agree that international trade between member states is free
of restrictions. They place a tariff or other restriction on products
entering the customs union from nonmember states. One of the
best-known customs unions is the European Union, or EU.

The word autonomous in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ massive
acclaimed
© prosperous
® independent

2. The search to hide natural body odors led to the discovery and
use of musk. Musk is a scent used in perfumes. It is obtained
from the sex glands of the male musk deer, a small deer native
to the mountainous regions of the Himalayas. The odor of musk,
penetrating and persistent, is believed to act as an aphrodisiac.
In animals, musk serves the functions of defining territory,
providing recognition, and attracting mates.

The word persistent in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ attractive
disruptive
© constant
® pleasant

3. Until the late ninteenth century all rubber was extracted
haphazardly from trees found in the jungles of South America.
It was expensive and the supply was uncertain. However, during
the 1860s the idea of transporting rubber trees to the British
colonies in Asia was conceived. This led to the larger-scale
cultivation of rubber trees on organized plantations.

The word haphazardly in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ carelessly
secretly

© constantly
® dangerously
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4. Some animals use bold coloration to disrupt a would-be
predator's perception. Other animals have color patterns that
blend with their surroundings. Such coloration serves for
protection, to attract mates, or to distract enemies. Called cryptic
coloration, it uses the animals’ living place, habits, and means of
defense. Cryptic coloration may blend an animal so well with its
environment that it is virtually invisible.

The word disrupt in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ disturb
distinctive
©  brilliant

® unfavorable

5. Cognitive approaches to therapy assume that emotional disorders
are the result of irrational beliefs or perceptions. The mind
may interpret an event as scary or calming, happy or sad. The
emotionally disordered person may perceive adverse events
as personal failures. Cognitive psychotherapies seek to make
the patient aware of the irrationality of this perception and to
substitute more rational evaluations of such events.

The word adverse in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ monotonous
threatening
© inoffensive
®© unfavorable

6. Increasingly, authorities are uneasy about teenagers who talk
or text on their phones while driving. For many, phone use
and driving are perfectly compatible; others, however, are more
easily distracted, especially while listening to music. The growing
number of accidents associated with phone use supports this
claim. Many communities now disapprove of this habit so much
that they have forbidden anyone of any age to use cell phones
while driving.

In stating that many communities now disapprove of these
phones, the author means that they

fully endorse their popularity.
condemn or oppose their use.
favor their use only by adults.
agree to their unrestricted use.

6006
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7. Fans are used to circulate air in rooms and buildings and for
cooling and drying people, materials, or products. Even though
air that is circulated by a fan is comforting, no fan actually cools
the air. Air conditioners use a complicated process to cool the
air and create changes in temperature. While repairing a fan
is relatively simple, a professional repairman will often have
to intervene when home owners face problems with their air
conditioning units.

The words to intervene in the passage is closest in meaning to

to be interested in
to learn about
to get involved
to be prepared

0006

8. Tornadoes strike in many areas of the world, but nowhere are
they as frequent or as devastating as in the United States. A
vast “tornado belt” embraces large portions of the Great Plains
of the United States and the southeastern portion of the country.
Tornadoes pose the greatest threats to these areas, which are
especially vulnerable to abrupt changes in weather conditions.

The word abrupt in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ sudden
vivid

© sharp
® direct

9. For women in the 1920s, freedom in dress reflected their new
freedom to take up careers. Only a small percentage of women
pursued such opportunities, but the revolutionary change
affected the types of clothes worm by most women. For example,
trousers became acceptable attire for almost all activities.

This milestone in the fashion world favored more stylish and
comfortable clothing instead of more formal modes of dress.

The word acceptable in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ usable
endurable
© Dbelievable
® permissible
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10. The National Film Board of Canada was established in 1939

58

to produce films that reflect Canadian life and thought, and
to distribute them both domestically and abroad. By winning
awards from film festivals around the world, it has earned
international acclaim for the artistic and technical excellence
of its work.

The word acclaim in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ fascination
praise

© acceptance
® attraction
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e advantage e circumvent o frail

e advent e collide e heyday

e agile e contemporary ¢ myth

o albeit o distribute e refine

e appealing e encourage e worthwhile
e celebrated e energetic

advantage n. something that may help one to be
adv. advantageously successful or to gain something

adj. advantageous syn. benefit

Is there any advantage in arriving early?
He was advantageously born into a rich family.

advent n. the coming or appearance of something
syn. arrival

With the advent of computers, many tasks have been made easier.

The orchestra’s latest newsletter announced the advent of the
upcoming concert season.

agile adj. able to move in a quick and easy way
adv. agilely syn. nimble

n. agileness

n. agility

Deer are very agile animals.
She moved agilely across the stage.

albeit conj. in spite of the facts, regardless of the fact
syn. although

His trip was successful, albeit tiring.
Albeit difficult at times, speaking another language is rewarding.

appealing adj. atwractive or interesting

v. appeal syn. alluring
n. appeal
adv. appealingly

Working abroad is appealing to many people.
Through his speeches, the candidate appealed to the voters.
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celebrated adj. acclaimed; well-known and popular
syn. renowned

The celebrated pianist will be giving a concert this weekend.
San Francisco is celebrated for its multicultural makeup.

circumvent v. to go around; avoid
n.  circumvention syn. evade

The hacker attempted to circumvent the computer’'s security system.
Circumvention of the freshman math requirement is possible.

collide v. to hit one object against another with

n eolision violent force; to be in opposition

syn. crash
The collision caused major damage to both cars.
Moon craters were caused when large asteroids collided with the moon.

contemporary adj. modern, up-to-date, or (n.) a person living

n. contemporary at the same time as another person

syn. current

Contemporary architecture makes very good use of space.
Cervantes was a contemporary of Shakespeare.

distribute v. to divide among people or to give out
n. distribution syn. dispense

Many publishers now distribute their newspapers via the Internet.

The distribution of seeds is very quick with this new machine.

encourage v. to promote, help, or support

n.  encouragement syn. stimulate
n. encourager

adv. encouragingly

adv. encouraging

The government cut taxes in order to encourage spending.

The professor gave each student the encouragement that was needed to
learn the material.
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energetic adj. full of life, action, or power

n. energy syn. vigorous
adv. energetically

Sam hasn’t been as energetic as he usually is.
There’s a lot of energy in these batteries.

frail adj. weak in health or in body

n. frailty syn. fragile
The frail wings of the newborn bird could not lift it off the ground.
One of the frailties of human beings is laziness.

heyday n. a high point of success or abundance
syn. pinnacle

Many settlers became rich during the heyday of the California gold

rush of the 1800s.

We are living in the heyday of digital communications.

myth n. an invented story or idea
adj. mythological syn. legend
n. mythology

Throughout history myths were created in an attempt to explain many
common natural occurrences.

Muythology is the study of legends and fables.

refine v. to make pure; to improve
n. refinement syn. perfect (verb)
adj. refined

Factories must refine oil before it can be used as fuel.
A squirt of lime juice is the perfect refinement to cola.

worthwhile adj. value in doing something
syn. rewarding

It was worthwhile waiting ten hours in line for the tickets.
It's worthwhile to prepare for the TOEFL.
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circumvent

0000

celebrate
attract
evade
appeal

advantage

®

benefit
persistence
nimbleness
allure

fragile

@©

modern
famous
refined
frail

contemporary

CRONCKS

timing
current
well-known
perfect

appealing

CRONCKS

refined
encouraging
alluring
popular

10.

renowned

@ unknown
celebrated
© adverse

® disapprove

worthwhile

@ rewarding
acceptable
© agile

® permitted

vigorous

attractive
beautiful
energetic
advantageous

©0®0

refine

persist
value
perfect
divide

0000

heyday
agreement
acclaim

postponement
pinnacle

0000
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LESSON 2—MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST QUESTIONS

1. Over the years, investigators have evaluated the local folklore of
areas where sightings of the celebrated Abominable Snowman
have been reported. The same scientists have collected physical
evidence, such as footprints, body parts, and photographs, but
this evidence remains unconvincing. In 1960 the renowned
mountaineer Sir Edmund Hillary of New Zealand conducted an
investigation of the reports of the creature, but found no evidence
of its existence.

The word celebrated in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ elusive
ambiguous
© renowned
® indistinct

2. Exercises that demand total body involvement improve and
maintain fitness. The most effective way to feel more mentally
alert and energetic is to engage in aerobic activity at least three
times a week for 30 minutes. Such activities may include jogging,
running, swimming, dancing, and fast walking.

The word energetic in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ vigorous
frail

© agile

®© appealing

3. Most people do not appreciate the importance of packaging.
Packages maintain the purity and freshness of their contents and
protect them from elements outside. If the contents are harmful,
corrosive, or poisonous, the package must also protect the
outside environment. A package must identify its contents, which
facilitates distribution of the product.

The word distribution in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ usage
disruption
© dispensing
® advertising
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4. A contemporary issue among psychologists is the activation or
cause of emotion, its structure or components, and its functions
and consequences. Each of these aspects can be considered
from a biosocial view. Generally, biosocial theory focuses on
the neurophysiological aspects of emotions and their roles as
organizers of cognition and motivators of action.

The word contemporary in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ current
acclaimed

© contemptuous
® favored

5. The early artists of the Hudson River school were Thomas
Doughty, Asher Durand, and Thomas Cole. They found the
wilderness in the Hudson River valley appealing. Although
these painters studied in Europe, they first achieved a measure
of success at home, and chose the common theme of the
remoteness and splendor of the American interior.

The word appealing in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ annoying
ongoing

© spectacular
®© alluring

6. Recent polls suggest that fewer people see an advantage in
moving to the city than they used to. There was a time when
cities attracted country dwellers like powerful magnets: cities had
more jobs, better schools, more services. Today, people often see
pollution, crime, stress, and unemployment where they once saw
opportunity. Instead of advantages, they see disadvantages in
uprooting their families for the uncertainty of urban life.

In stating that fewer people see an advantage in moving to the
city, the author means that fewer people

consider cities a poor option.
prefer to relocate to big cities.
take a positive view of cities.
view city life as advantageous.

CRONCY
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7. The growing popularity of television in the 1950s marked
an important turning point in the entertainment world. This
development created vast new entertainment choices for people
who lived within the signal areas of TV stations. Later, with the
advent of satellite and cable TV, almost everyone, regardless of
location, was able to experience this entertainment medium.

The word advent in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ dependence
allowance
© explosion
® arrival

8. Passerines form the dominant avian group on Earth today. They
are regarded as the most highly evolved of all birds and occur
in abundance. Humans have long enjoyed passerines for their
songs and their almost infinite variety of colors, patterns, and
behavioral traits. Many passerines are considered to be quite
agile. Among the most energetic of them is the swallow, whose
small body is designed for effortless maneuvering.

The word agile in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ nimble
detectible
© broad

© fast

9. In part because seafood tends to spoil rapidly, in certain areas
of the United States, shrimping is allowed only during specific
predetermined seasons. For example, in Mississippi tidal waters,
shrimping is allowed only between October and May. In the past,
this short season made it difficult to find shrimp out of season.
However, the development of freezing techniques in the 1940s
encouraged the shrimping industry to expand, making it a global
industry. The United States now imports shrimp from over sixty
countries and shrimp can be bought at any time of the year.

The word encouraged ijn the passage is closest in meaning to

@ advanced
accepted
© stimulated
®© wanted
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10.
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Scientific disciplines, such as genetic engineering, are exploding
with possibilities. As a result of new technologies and procedures
to treat health conditions, new treatments for many diseases
have been developed. Although the development of advanced
methods will continue to change the face of healthcare, moral
beliefs often collide with scientific advancements, slowing down
the progress of some healthcare treatments.

The phrase collide with in the passage is closest in meaning to

are in opposition to
are absent from

are associated with
are concermed about

00006
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e alter * benign * potential
¢ analyze e conform * propose
¢ ancient e enrich * restore

* annoying ¢ intensify ¢ turbulent
e anticipate ¢ intolerable e vital

* ascertain * ongoing

alter v. to change or make different

v. altered syn. modify
n. alteration

adj. alterable

adv. alterably

Will the storm alter its course and miss the coast?
Gloria hasn't altered her plans to return to school.

analyze v. to study something carefully; to separate

v. analyzed into parts for study

n. analysis 3
syn. examine

Scientists must analyze problems thoroughly.
Analysis of the substance confirms the presence of nitrogen.

ancient adj. something from a long time ago; very old
syn. old

Archaeologists analyze ancient civilizations.
Dave found an ancient Roman coin.

annoying adj. a slight bother; disturbing to a person

n. annoyance syn. bothersome
v. annoy
adv. annoyingly

Mosquitoes can be an annoying part of a vacation at the beach.
She annoyed her parents by coming home late.
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anticipate v. to think about or prepare for something
adj. anticipatory ahead of time

n. anticipation syn. predict

No one can anticipate the results of the games.
They planned their vacation with anticipation.

ascertain V. to discover; find out

adj. ascertainable syn. determine
adv. ascertainably

n. ascertainment

I tried to ascertain if he was telling the truth.
The jury made a decision based on its ascertainment of the facts.

benign adj. doing no harm or damage; gentle
syn. harmless

He has a warm, benign smile that makes everyone comfortable.
The mold on the plants proved to be benign.

conform v. to follow established rules or patterms of

n. conformity behavior
n. conformist

syn. adapt

You must conform to the rules or leave the club.
She has always been a conformist.

Gl g o s

enrich L. to make rich; to make something of greater

n. enrichment value
adj. enrichin

J 8 syn. enhance
The fine arts enrich our lives.

The discovery of oil was an enrichment for the country.

intensify v. to make stronger in feeling or quality
n. intensity ;
adj. intense syn. heighten

adj. intensive
adv. intensely
adv. intensively

The importance of the test will sometimes intensify the nervousness of

the students.
The chess match was played with great intensity.
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intolerable adj. difficult or painful to experience; not able
n. intolerance to accept different ways of thought or

adv. intolerably behavior

adv. intolerantly

adj. intolerant syn. unbearable

Any opposition to the rules is intolerable.
His boss was intolerant of his tardiness.

ongoing adj. continuing

syn. current
The tutoring project is an ongoing program of the school.
Maintaining roads is an ongoing job.

potential n. an ability, happening, or opportunity that

adj. potential has not occurred or been developed
adv. potentially syn. possibility
The medical students have shown great potential to become doctors.

Small space heaters are a potential fire hazard.

propose v. to suggest or plan to do something

n. proposal syn. suggest
n. proposition
adj. proposed

The governor is going to propose new taxes.
Her proposal was well accepted.

restore v. to give back or bring back something;

. to return to the original condition

adj. restored syn. revitalize
He restored my confidence in him.
It is a beautiful restoration of the old table.

turbulent adj. to be in a disordered, disturbed, or
n. turbulence unstable condition

adv. turbulently syn. climctic
The plane flew through an area of turbulence.
The turbulent crowd insisted on a meeting with the prime minister.

69



Z[TCLEt=sl

ESSENTIAL WORDS FOR THE TOEFL

vital adj. of great importance; full of life
n vitality syn. indispensable
adv. vitally

Money is vital to the success of the program.
His intense vitality was easily observable.

70



MATCHING

Choose the synonym.

B

indispensable
@ abrupt
abroad

© vital

® frail
restore

@ appeal
revitalize
© attract

® disrupt
conform

@ annoy
divide

© encourage
® adapt
turbulent

@ chaotic
intolerant
© annoying
® adverse
ascertain

@ delay
render

© determine
® assert

10.
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potential

@ attraction
possibility
© anticipation
® persistence
benign

@® harnless
weak

© essential
® minuscule
enrich

@ alter
dispense
© disrupt

® enhance
unbearable

@ inspiring
unfavorable
© intolerable
® ancient
proposal

@ question
attention
© benefit

® suggestion
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1. The point at which pain becomes intolerable is known as the
pain perception threshold. Studies have found this point to be
similar among different social and cultural groups. However, the
pain tolerance threshold varies significantly among these groups.
A stoical, unemotional response to pain may be seen as a sign of
braveness in certain cultural or social environments. However,
this behavior can also mask the seriousness of an injury to an
examining physician.

The word intolerable in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ elusive
altered
© intense
® unbearable

2. Nutritional additives are utilized to restore nutrients lost during
production, to enrich certain foods in order to correct dietary
deficiencies, or to add nutrients to food substitutes. Nowadays,
vitamins are commonly added to many foods in order to increase
their nutritional value. For example, vitamins A and D are added
to dairy and cereal products, and several of the B vitamins are
added to cereals.

The word enrich in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ alter
enhance
© produce

® restore
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In modern manufacturing production facilities that produce
equipment sensitive to environmental contamination, a dust-free
working area with strict temperature and humidity controls is of
vital importance. Seamless plastic walls and ceilings, external
lighting, a continuous flow of dust-free air, and daily cleaning
are features of this “clean room.” Workers wear special clothing,
including head coverings. When entering this room, they pass
through a “shower” to remove contaminants.

The word vital in the passage is closest in meaning to

@® indispensable
lively

© extreme

® dubious

Human populations are classified in terms of genetically
transmitted traits. For groups that have lived for generations in
certain locations, research illustrates the long-term genetic effects
of environmental factors such as climate and diet. Ongoing
investigations track the history of evolution and its genetic
changes and help to explain the origin of genetically determined
diseases and their long-term influence.

The word ongoing in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ current
thorough
© proposed
®© temporary

In the 1890s, a rising generation of young antiorganization
leaders came on the political scene. These leaders transformed
the art and practice of politics in the United States, by exercising
strong leadership and by bringing about institutional changes
that helped revitalize political democracy. Most important was
their achievement of economic and social objectives, such as
legislation to prevent child labor, and accident insurance systems
to provide compensation to injured workers.

The word revitalize in the passage is closest in meaning to

@® intensify
establish
© reform
® restore
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6. There are more than 100 types or species of chameleon. A
member of the lizard family, the chameleon lives in countries
as diverse as Madagascar, Spain, and Sri Lanka. It is thought
to change color to conform to its surroundings, but that is
rarely true. While changes do occur with changes in light or
temperature, especially when the chameleon is frightened, its
new color rarely matches its immediate surroundings.

In stating that the chameleon'’s color conforms to its
surroundings, the author means that it

differs from the color of its setting.
contrasts with its surroundings.
clashes with the colors around it.
looks the same as its environment.

00006

7. Infrared light emission photographs are particularly helpful to
astronomers. The composition and temperature of heavenly
bodies can often be determined by analysis of photos taken
with a camera that is sensitive to infrared light emissions. Using
infrared detectors, astronomers can observe cooler celestial
objects than they can with optical devices, since infrared
radiation is less affected by interstellar dust than is light.

The word analysis in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ intensification
examination
© dispersion

® production

8. Working environments in which loud noise is frequent can be
harmful to the employee. Aside from simply being annoying,
the most measurable physical effect of noise pollution is damage
to hearing. This may be either temporary or permanent and
may cause disruption of normal activities. In work areas where
noise is a problem, care should be taken to protect the ears with
earplugs.

The word annoying in the passage is closest in meaning to
@ difficult

ongoing
© Dbothersome
®© refined
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The construction of shelter, found among the first stable human
societies about 5,000 years ago, is considered to be among the
most important of all ancient human activities. The systematic
placement of groups of housing marked a momentous cultural
transition toward the formation of towns. It generated new needs
and resources and was accompanied by a significant increase in
technological innovation.

The word ancient in the passage is closest in meaning to

® old
actual
© distinct
® dated

Seeking to take advantage of new economic trends of the late
1800s, Manitoba's leaders made important changes in economic
policies. These changes, which anticipated new directions

in economic development of the region, took advantage of the
unique business attributes of the province. During the early
1900s, these policies gave the province an advantage over other
prairie provinces.

The word anticipated in the passage is closest in meaning to

@® encouraged
analyzed
© modified

® predicted
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e ambiguous e deceptively e mundane
e arbitrary e designate e petition
e assert e determined e relinquish
e astounding e elicit e resilient
e astute e embody e stagnant
e concur e instigate
ambiguous adj. of unclear meaning; something that can be
adv. ambiguously understood in more than one way
n. ambiguity syn. vague

The men received an ambiguous message from their boss.
Her letter was full of ambiguities.

arbitrary adj. an action or decision made with little
adv. arbitrarily thought, order, or reason
n. arbitrariness syn. haphazard

Her choice of clothing seemed arbitrary.
The teacher arbitrarily decided to give the class a test.

assert v. to express or defend oneself strongly; to
adv. assertively state positively
n. assertiveness syn. declare

n. assertion
adj. assertive

The government asserted its control over the banking system.
The company president is an assertive individual.

astounding adj. very surprising

v. astound syn. astonishing
adv. astoundingly

The scientists made an astounding discovery.
The fans were astounded by their team'’s success.
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astute adj. very intelligent, smart, clever

adj. astutely syn. perceptive
n. astuteness

He was an astute worker, finishing in half the time it took the others
to finish.

They astutely determined that there would be no chance to finish
on time.

concur v. to have the same opinion or draw the

A el same conclusion

syn. agree

The director concurred with the conclusions of the committee’s report.
Do you concur with the details of the business plan?

deceptively adv. making something appear true or good
adj. deceptive when it is false or bad
v. deceive syn. misleadingly

n. deception

The magician deceptively made the rabbit disappear.
Richard deceived Joe about the cost of the coat.

designate v. to specify, name, or select to do a task;
n. designation to indicate

n.  designator syn. assign
The president designated the vice president to represent him at
the meeting.
The designated driver drove every one home after the party.

determined adj. strong in one’s opinion, firm in conviction,

n. determination to find out

v. determine syn. resolute

They were determined to go to graduate school.
The judge determined that the man was lying.
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elicit v. to get the facts or draw out the truth
n. elicitation syn. extract

A lawyer will elicit all the facts necessary to prove her case.
Elicitation of the truth can be difficult at times.

embody v. to be a good example of a concept or idea
n. embodiment syn. exemplify

The constitution is an embodiment of American ideals.
Charlotte embodies all of the qualities of a good leader.

instigate v. to cause a conflict or argument
n. instigator syn. initiate

adj. instigative
adv. instigatively

No one knew who had instigated the demonstration.
Dissatisfaction with government policies instigated the revolution.

mundane adj. common or routine

adv. mundanely syn. ordinary
n. mundaneness
n. mundanity

The student’s mundane summer job frustrated her.
His mother asked him to do all the mundane household chores.

petition v. to make a request
n. petition syn. appeal

Canada petitioned the United Nations to consider its case.
The student’s petition was denied.

relinquish v. to give up control
n. relinquishment syn. abdicate

The troubled executive relinquished her control of the company.

The relinquishment of his claim to the building will allow the building
to be sold.
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resilient adj. strong enough to recover from difficulty
ady. resiliently or disease
n. resilience syn. tenacious

She has a resilient personality and will soon feel better.
The doctor was surprised by his patient’s resilience.

stagnant adj. not moving or developing

n. stagnation syn. still
v. stagnate

The stagnant water was a perfect home for frogs.
Some say that television causes the mind to stagnate.

79



ESSENTIAL WORDS FOR THE TOEFL

MATCHING

Choose the synonym.

1.

80

appeal

@ enrich
assert
© petition
® restore

mundane

@ celebrated
ordinary
© astounding
® alterable
instigate

@ initiate
empower
© intensify
® restore
elicit

@ declare

® withdraw
© conform
® extract
abdicate

@ relinquish
alter

© encourage
® heighten

10.
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misleadingly

@® abruptly
deceptively
© progressively
® truly
stagnant

@ still
flowing

© angry

® enormous
resilient

@ bothersome
® vital

© unbearable
® tenacious
embody

@ exemplify
entice

© notice

® enrich
vague

@ intolerable
adverse

© Dbeautiful
® ambiguous
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LESSON 4—MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST QUESTIONS

1.

The creation and analysis of optical illusions involve mathe-
matical and geometric principles, such as the proportionality
between the areas of similar figures. Optical illusions and their
effects are often created through careful physical attributes, such
as a nonstandard use of perspective, distorted angles, deceptive
shading, unusual juxtaposition, and color effects.

The word deceptive in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ elusive
misleading
© altered
® ambiguous

The Seneca Falls Convention, held in 1848, started the woman’s
suffrage movement in the United States. A “Declaration of
Sentiments,” which called upon women to organize and to
petition for their rights, was passed. However, one controversial
resolution, calling for the right of women to vote, narrowly passed.
The ridicule of that provision of the Declaration caused many
backers of women's rights to withdraw their support later on.

The word petition in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ vote
demand
© appeal
® persist

Space law is concemed with the proper uses of outer space.

The most important treaty of space laws was the 1967 Outer
Space Treaty. The participants who crafted the treaty concluded
that the moon and all other celestial bodies were to be free for
exploration and use by all nations. They also concurred that the
use of weapons of mass destruction was to be forbidden in space.

The word concurred in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ assumed
agreed

© anticipated
® observed
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4. It is a common misconception that the U.S. Congress has the
constitutional power to legislate nearly anything for the general
welfare. The Constitution gives Congress many powers, but it
does not give Congress the power to legislate freely for the general
welfare. In many instances, Congress may try to cause the states
to do something by means of offers of subsidies or grants, but
it cannot compel them to accept the incentives. The lawmahing
process can become stagnant if the states do not agree with the
proposed legislation.

The phrase become stagnant in the passage is closest in
meaning to

continue flowing
stop progressing
be cancelled
create arguments

©0@®

5. Due to the astounding progress of integrated-circuit technology,
an enormous number of transistors can be placed onto a
single integrated-circuit chip. The first commercially successful
microprocessor chip had only 4,800 transistors, but by the
beginning of the 2000s, the newest high-end chips had 7.2 billion.

The word astounding in the passage is closest in meaning to

@® astonishing
rapid

© solid

® resilient

6. Deer populations have grown dramatically in the northeast United
States in the last 20 years. Many residents are happy to have deer
in their communities, but many others see them as a menace.
Deer often wander into traffic, cause automobile accidents, trample
lawns, eat flowers, and host insects that carry disease. Therefore,
many residents are determined to restrict their movements, fence
them out, or even eliminate them altogether.

In stating that many people are determined to eliminate the
deer, the author means that they

want to decide what to do.
support their increase.
insist on reducing them.
favor enlarging the herd.

©000&
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7. The game of chess was not well organized until 1946, when
the world chess governing body, FIDE, asserted its control
over international play. At that time, national chess groups
immediately welcomed the chance to join the new federation.
However, FIDE’s authority has not been universally recognized,
and even today there is no general agreement as to the status of
the world championship.

The word asserted in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ enhanced
empowered
© permitted
® declared

8. Social anthropologists attempt to illustrate the social emergence
and evolusion of the human race and to determine differences
between human social organization and that of other primates.
Despite the fact that all classifications of human societies and
cultures are arbitrary, they also attempt to note differences
between various human societies. In spite of these difficulties,
anthropologists have made great advances in the identification
and grouping of human civilizations.

The word arbitrary in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ vague
haphazard
© disputed
® elusive

9. The Monroe Doctrine allowed the United States to intervene in
the affairs of Latin American countries in case of foreign invasion.
Once the United States was designated to act on behalf of its
neighbors to the south, episodes of foreign interference decreased
until the 1960s, when Cuba wanted the support and economic
aid of the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

The word designated in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ authorized
accustomed
© determined
®© tempted
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10. J. Edgar Hoover was an astute professional who served as
Director of the FBI for 48 years. A resilient and determined
government official, Hoover’'s tenure spanned one of the most
important eras of modem U.S. history. His policies helped to
shape and create what has now become a highly respected
modern investigative organization.

The word astute in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ acclaimed
celebrated
© perceptive
® eminent
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LESSON

o baffle o facilitate e recompense
e bear e incessant e shed

e blur e in conjunction with ¢ unique

e brilliant e intrigue o well-suited

e caution e obstruct e work out

e enhance e persuade

baffle v. to confuse to a point at which no progress
adj. baffling can be made

n. bafflement
syn. puzzle

The causes of many harmful diseases have baffled doctors for centuries.
That was a baffling question.

bear v. to produce, to carry; to show; to endure
adv. bearably syn. yield

adj. bearable

This orchard bears many fine harvests of apples.

Although stock prices declined, losses have been bearable for most
investors.

blur v. to make something difficult to see
adj. blurred syn. cloud
n. blur

The rain blurred everyone's view of the valley.
The whole accident is just a blur in my mind.

brilliant adj. intensely bright or colorful; intelligent

adv. brilliantly syn. radiant
n. brilliance

Einstein was a brilliant thinker.
She brilliantly produced a solution to the problem.
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caution v. to alert someone of danger, warn someone
adj. cautious to take care or pay attention to something

adj. cautionary syn. wamm
adv. cautiously

n. caution

The officer cautioned the motorist to slow down.
They entered into the negotiations cautiously.

enhance v. to increase in a positive way, such as in
n. enhancement value, power, or beauty

adj. enhanced syn. strengthen

Passing the exam should enhance your chances of being admitted to
college.

The computer enhanced our productivity.

facilitate v. to make easier; to ease the progress of
adv. facilitative syn. assist

His careful planning facilitated the completion of the project.
Good teaching strategies facilitate student learning.

incessant adj. nonstop, continual, or never-ending
adv. incessantly syn. constant

The woman’s incessant talking disturbed everyone watching the
movie.

The dogs’ incessant barking kept the whole neighborhood up
all night.

in conjunction with prep. ph. in addition to, alongside
syn. along with
Exercise, in conjunction with a nourishing diet, contributes to a healthy
lifestyle.
The architects planned the building in conjunction with the engineers.

intrigue v. to interest greatly
adj. intriguing syn. fascinate

adv. intriguingly
n. intrigue

He was intrigued by the acclaim that he received.
The intriguing question baffled historians.
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obstruct v. to prevent movement, progress, or success

n. obstruction syn. block
adj. obstructive
adv. obstructively

Just after the storm, downed trees obstructed many roads in the
community.

A huge building obstructed the ocean view from the apartment.

persuade v. to change a belief or behavior by argument

adv. persuasively Or reason
adj. persuasive

n.  persuasion syn. convince

They couldn’t persuade their critics to see their point of view.
John presented a persuasive argument for his salary increase.

recompense n. arepayment or reward for a deed

adv. recompensable syn. compensation
V. recompense

The knight received gold as recompense for saving the kingdom.
His boss assured him that he’d be recompensed for his extra efforts.

shed v. to throw off naturally; to give out
syn. discard

In order to grow, crabs must shed their shells.
The experiments shed no new information on the cause of the disease.

unique adj. to be the only one of a kind; special

adv. uniquely syn. rare
n. uniqueness

He was presented with a unique opportunity to attend the conference.
His style of writing is uniquely his own.

well-suited adj. to be complementary or appropriate;
a good match

syn. compatible

The design of the house is well-suited to its surroundings.

The experienced principal was well-suited for the job of superintendent
of schools.
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v. to end or cause to end successfully;
to develop

work out

syn. solve

Their ambitious plan will likely work out.
The two groups worked out a compromise that benefited them both.

88



MATCHING

Choose the synonym.

.

incessant

@ unique
constant

© Dblocked

® baffled
obstruct

@ warn

tempt

© enhance

® Dblock
intrigue

® fascinate
elicit

© intensify

® enrich
well-suited to

@ unique to
compatible with
© enhanced with
® dedicated to
work out

@ finalize
compensate
© solve

®© oppose
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convince

@ assert
persuade
© restore

®© yield

rare

@ determined
warned

© vague

® unique
facilitate

@ assist
refine

© alter

® discard
enhance

@ entice
strengthen
© relinquish
® encourage
puzzled

@ valid
assertive
© baffled

® astute
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1

A newborn chick uses its egg tooth to break the shell of its egg
and escape from it at hatching. This toothlike structure is then
shed since its only use is to help the bird break the eggshell.
Some animals, such as lizards and snakes, develop a true tooth
that projects outside the row of other teeth. This tooth helps
adults hatch their young.

The word shed in the passage is closest in meaning to

® guarded

preserved
© discarded
® enhanced

Imitation gems are usually made of glass or plastics. In recent
years, an enormous array of plastics has become available for
imitations, but these materials are soft and lack the clarity
present in real gemstones. Therefore, they are less satisfactory
for the purpose than glass. Flint glasses, containing lead oxide,
have higher refractive indices and therefore possess a brilliance
not found in plastics. This makes flint glasses more suitable than
plastic for imitation gems.

The word brilliance in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ radiance
lightness

© enhancement
® appeal
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3. During a shower, meteors appear to spread from a point in the
sky, called the radiant. These radiant points give each shower its
name. For example, the Perseids shower appears to radiate from
the constellation Perseus. During the heaviest showers, 30 to 70
meteors may be seen every hour, but on unique occasions in a
spectacular display, that number may be visible every second.

The word unique in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ intriguing
amazing
© celebrated
® rare

4. Sometimes, advertisers impact society by the use of advocacy
ads, whose purpose is not to persuade the public to buy a
product, but to change the public’s view about a specific issue.
Companies use this advertising to influence public opinion.
Critics say that such ads are unfairly one-sided; advertisers say
that the mass media have been equally one-sided in failing to
report company views.

The word persuade in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ convince
dissuade
© solicit

® encourage

5. In the mid-1800s, gold and silver were common components
of dentures. As a result, they were very expensive. However, in
1851, a process to harden the juices of certain tropical plants
into rubber was discovered. This new product could be molded to
a model of a patient’s mouth and artificial teeth could be made.
As a result, when used in conjunction with new manufacturing
methods, these molds caused the cost of dentures to fall
dramatically.

The phrase in conjunction with in the passage is closest in
meaning to

@ along with
under

© throughout

® within limits of
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6. The issue of where human life first arose has always been an

92

intriguing question for science. Many guesses, or hypotheses,
have been advanced, ranging from Asia to Europe. However, the
oldest known human bones, or fossils, were discovered in East
Africa in 1972. They are nearly 2 million years old. Their age was
determined by measuring the age of the rocks surrounding them
and comparing them to other fossils.

In stating that the origin of human life is an intriguing question,
the author means that it

interests a lot of scientists.
can never be answered.
receives too much attention.
will always be a mystery.

©006

The Sioux and Cheyenne peoples told outsiders not to look for
gold on Indian land. Eventually, the Sioux and Cheyenne had

to defend their land against a U.S. army force in the Battle of
Little Bighorn. This battle, also known as “Custer’s Last Stand,”
was led by General George Custer. Custer was cautioned by his
advisors not to underestimate the strength of his opponent, but
ignored their advice, resulting in the defeat of the U.S. force.

The word cautioned in the passage is closest in meaning to

® wamned
discarded
© advised
® convinced

Clothing and adornments used among certain cultures often
reflect the social status of an individual. Body painting and
tattooing are common methods used to distinguish social status.
Other methods include the use of lip, ear, and nose rings, in
addition to bracelets, arm bands, necklaces, and head ornaments
made of delicate, colorful feathers. It is common for groups of
people to use the natural resources around them to work out a
way of visually designating social rank.

The verb work out in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ restore

discard
© argue
® develop
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Species of alyssum are particularly suitable as edging plants for
flower gardens. Alyssum is generally grayish with yellow or white
flowers. One popular species is sweet alyssum, a perennial that
grows up to nine inches tall. The narrow, green-gray leaf of the
sweet alyssum usually bears many silvery hairs.

The word bears in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ produces
elicits

© attracts
® inspires

In ancient times, the labyrinth was a structure composed of a
complex series of passageways and chambers, probably at first
designed to baffle enemies. A labyrinth either had branched
paths with misleading ends, or it contained one long meandering
path that led to a central end.

The word baffle in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ obstruct
puzzle
© discard
® astound
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e chiefly e emit e rigid

e coarse e exceedingly e routinely
e commonplace ¢ exclusively e stamina

e complex e extinguish e sufficiently
e conventional e immense e visibly

e curious ¢ instantaneous
chiefly adv. the most important or most common
adj. chief syn. mostly

Houses are made chiefly of wood products.

Corn is the chief crop of the Midwest.
coarse adj. not fine or smooth; not delicate

adv. coarsely syn. rough
n. coarseness

Sandpaper is an extremely coarse material.
Wool clothing has a certain coarseness in texture.

commonplace adj. ordinary
syn. frequent
In some parts of the world, text messaging is more cormunonplace than
voice calling.
Female lawyers are commnonplace in the United States.

complex adj. difficult to understand or explain;
n. complexity having many parts

syn. complicated

The businessmen astutely approached the complex production problem.
The universe has a complexity beyond comprehension.
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conventional adj. following accepted rules or standards

adv. conventionally syn. traditional
n. convention

Professor Canfield agreed with the conventional theory about the origin
of the Basque language.

To become integrated into a society, you must learn the conventions of
that society.

curious adj. odd or strange; eager to learn

adv. curiously syn. peculiar
n. curiosity

A curious object was discovered in the remains.
Sally was curiously interested in the history of Alaska.

emit v. to send out; give off

n. emission syn. release
n. emitter

The raging forest fire emitted a dense, white smoke.
Modern telescopes can detect the faintest light emitted by distant stars.

exceedingly adv. very; to an unusual degree

v. exceed syn. extremely
n. excess

adj. excessive
adv. excessively

In tropical zones, it is exceedingly hot and humid.
It is not safe to exceed the speed limit.

exclusively adv. no one else; nothing else; not shared
adj. exclusive with others
n  exclusion syn. restrictively

v. exclude

This room is used exclusively by the faculty.
They excluded everyone under 21 from the contest.
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extinguish v. to bring about the end of something

adj. extinguishable syn. terminate
n. extinguishment

The firefighters quickly extinguished the flames.
Modern medicine has extinguished many previously serious illnesses.

immense adj. extremely large

adv. immensely syn. massive
n. immensity

From the mountaintop you can see the immense valley.
She was imunensely interested in the idea of teaching a foreign language.

instantaneous adj. occurring in an instant

adv. instantly syn. immediate
n. instant

A lightbulb turns on nearly instantaneously when you flip the switch.

The teacher was instantly met with complaints when he announced
the test.

rigid adj. not easy to bend; firm; inflexible
adv. rigidly syn. stiff

The teacher was very rigid in his ideas about class attendance.
He adhered rigidly to his opinions about economic growth.

routinely adv. regularly; usually done

adj. routine syn. ordinarily
n. routine

She routinely gets a physical examination.
It is routine for students to become homesick at times.

stamina n. lasting physical or mental strength
syn. endurance

The Olympic runner demonstrated incredible stamina.
The horse lacked the stamina to win the race.
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sufficiently adv. enough; in a satisfying manner
n. sufficiency syn. adequately

adj. sufficient
v. suffice

Jenny is sufficiently mature to make her own decisions.
Her income is sufficient for her needs.

visibly adv. can be seen
adj. visible *power of imagination or wisdom,
n zi:s“' especially with regard to the future
adj. visionary* syn. noticeably

Ken was visibly upset about his performance evaluation.
Stars are more visible on a clear fall evening.
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MATCHING

Choose the synonym.

1.

98

instantaneous

@® angry
interesting
© immediate

®© gigantic
traditional

@® arbitrary
astounding
© conventional
®© frequent
extinguish

@ terminate
discard

© emit

® deceive
curious

@ annoying
brilliant

© peculiar
® enhanced

adequately

sufficiently
deceptively
intensely
amazingly

00060

10.

immense

@ abrupt
massive

© ongoing

®© complicated
exceedingly

@ resiliently
extremely

© assertively
® resolutely

visibly
@® noticeably
frequently

© persuasively
® encouragingly

stamina
@® courage
indulgence

© weakness
® endurance

restrictively

@ exclusively
adversely
© roughly

®© relatively
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LESSON 6—MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST QUESTIONS

1. North American trade patterns offer remarkable contrasts.
Canada has a small population but with vast resources and
high productivity. It has a low home consumption and depends
on foreign trade more than any other developed country on the
North American continent. The United States, on the other hand,
has an immense domestic market and the highest per capita
consumption of goods in the world. It depends mainly on trade
within its national borders.

The word immense in the passage is closest in meaning to

@® massive

successful
© prominent
® significant

2. By the end of the 20th century, computers had greatly influenced
the way in which we produced and printed documents. Letters
and reports could be easily prepared on personal computers,
because the user could see on the monitor what the text would
look like when printed. The task of writing was made even easier
with the advent of more advanced word processing programs that
checked spelling and grammar before printing. A wide range of
fonts became available to the public, and their number was far
greater than that of conventional printing processes. Thanks to
progress in laser printing technology, the quality of text printed
by laser printer soon surpassed that of commercially typeset
material.

The word conventional in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ restricted
available
© traditional
® competing
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3. Contour mapping is the process by which a map is formed by
constructing lines of equal values of that property from available
data points. For example, a topographic map reveals the relief
of an area by means of contour lines that represent elevation.

In addition to topography, there are examples of geophysical,
geochemical, meteorological, sociological, and other variables that
are routinely mapped by the method. The availability of plotting
devices has permitted mapping by computer, which reduces the
effect of human bias on the final product.

The word routinely in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ ordinarily
effectively
© sluggishly
®© efficiently

4. Motion-picture technology is a curious blend of the old and the
new. In much of the equipment, state-of-the-art digital electronics
may be working with a mechanical system invented in 1895.
Moreover, the technology of motion pictures is based not only
on the invention of still photography but also on a combination
of several more or less independent technologies: camera and
projector design, film manufacture and processing, sound
recording and reproduction, and lighting and light measurement.

The word curious in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ productive
peculiar
© coveted

®© appealing
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The durable surfacing of a road, airstrip, or similar area is known
as a pavement. Its primary function is to transmit loads to the
sub-base and underlying soil. Modemn {lexible pavements contain
sand and gravel or crushed stone. These are compacted with

a binder of bituminous material, such as asphalt or tar. Such

a pavement demonstrates enough plasticity to absorb shocks.
Rigid pavements are made of concrete, composed of coarse and
fine aggregate and portland cement, and usually reinforced with
steel rod or mesh.

The word rigid in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ strong
stiff

© pliable
® complex

The Intermet is a source of accessible entertainment, but
research indicates that constant Internet use may cause a
person’s attention span to shorten. Some experts estimate

that the habitual user’'s span can drop to as little as that of a
goldfish, roughly nine seconds. Many blame this effect on the
instantaneous nature of Intermet content. Of course, attention
depends as much on content as delivery. It is comparatively easy
to switch off some images, but comparatively hard to abandon
others. For example, computer games usually hold a user’s
attention longer than advertising.

In stating that Internet entertainment is instantaneous, the
author means that it is

@ constantly being viewed
available without delay
© difficult to find

®© of low quality
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7. Water is a powerful solvent that acts as a catalyst for many
reactions. It also stores heat and cold well. In terms of its
composition, water has an unusually high boiling and freezing
point. It also shows unusual volume changes with temperature.
Water is easily the most complex of all common substances that
are single chemical compounds.

The word complex in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ renown
peculiar
© nimble
®© intricate

8. Over several decades, scientists and engineers have confronted
the issue of pollutants emitted by motor vehicles. Some of the
waste products of the combustion process include carbon dioxide,
nitrogen gas, and water vapor. Though these by-products are
not really harmful, many scientists theorize that carbon dioxide
may contribute to the problem of global warming. However, the
combustion process also produces carbon monoxide, nitrogen
oxides, and hydrocarbons, all of which are known threats to
human health. Due to government regulations that set emission
standards, motor vehicle companies have significantly reduced
the amount of harmful gases that are discharged by installing
catalytic converters in vehicles.

The word emitted in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ released
created

© converted
®© maintained
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9. The cotton gin, invented by Eli Whitney, was commonplace on
many nineteenth-century farms. Although patented in 1794, the
ingenious design was imitated so much by others that Whitney
gained only a modest financial reward from his simple invention.
The cotton gin soon revolutionized farming in many parts of
the South.

The word commonplace in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ noticeable
standard
© celebrated
®© refined

10. The delicate look and feel of silk are deceptive. It is a strong,
natural fiber, ranked in strength with synthetic nylon. To the
naked eye, it appears to be smooth, but under the microscope,
cultivated silk fiber looks coarse. It is the coolest of hot-weather
fabrics, and it can absorb up to 30 percent of its weight in
moisture without feeling wet.

The word coarse in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ stiff
strong
© rough
®© refined
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e brash e critical e purposefully
o clarify e discrepancy e reveal
e conceal o distort e scarcely
e confirm o diverse e simultaneous
e convenient e eventually e theoretically
e core e prosperous
brash adj. confident or aggressive; lacking regard for
adv. brashly consequences

n. brashness syn. reckless

The brash young man made many poor business decisions.
Lucy’s brashness often got her into trouble at school.

clarify v. to make more easily understood; to make
n. clarification clear
syn. explain
Chapter 2 in the textbook clarifies the process of osmosis.
A clarification of the government’s position on this matter is necessary.

conceal v. to prevent from being seen or discovered
n. concealment syn. hide

The students concealed their feelings about the course.
His concealment of the evidence made his case more difficult to prove.

confirm v. to make certain; give support

adj. confirmed syn. prove
n.  confirmation

The director confirmed that the meeting would be on the tenth.

We have just received confirmation of your reservation on the flight to
Los Angeles.
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convenient adj. easy to reach; near; suitable to one’s needs

adv. conveniently syn. practical
n. convenience

The investigator suspected that the disappearance of the evidence was
too convenient to be accidental.

For the convenience of the student body, the library is located in a
central location.

core adj. the central or most important part of
n. core something

syn. chief
The core curriculum consists of courses that are required of all
students.
The core of an apple is not edible.

critical adj. very serious or unsafe; finding fault
v. critique syn. dangerous
n. criticism
n. critic

adv. critically

It is critical to follow the directions for the experiment exactly as the
instructor indicates.

The runner accepted criticism from his coach very well.

discrepancy n. a difference between things that should be
similar or equal

syn. inconsistency
The discrepancy in her experiment data led her to believe that she had
made a mistake.

There is usually a discrepancy between how coffee smells and how it
tastes.

distort v. to change from the original shape or
adj. distorted condition, usually in an unnatural way

n. distortion
syn. deform

Time and space are distorted when traveling at the speed of light.
Distortion of the image from a microscope can be caused by low light.
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diverse adj. various; distinct from others

adv. diversely syn. different
n. diversity
v. diversify

Freud had many diverse interests in psychology.

The diversity of life forms on the earth makes zoology an interesting
area of study.

eventually adv. to happen at some time in the future,
usually gradually
syn. finally

A good education will eventually pay big dividends.
Eventually the couple will pay off their mortgage and own their house.

Prosperous adj. successful, wealthy

adv. prosperously syn. thriving
v. prosper
n. prosperity

In the early 1900s, San Francisco was a prosperous city.
Bacteria prosper under the proper conditions.

purposefully adv. done for a special reason

adj. purposeful syn. deliberately
adv. purposely
n. purpose

The course syllabus was designed purposefully to be easy to follow.
He was authorized to spend the money for business purposes.

reveal v. to uncover; to expose

adv. revealingly syn. disclose
adj. revealing
n. revelation

The president revealed some of his ideas before he gave his speech.
The report made some revelations about the nature of the conflict.

scarcely adv. almost not

adj. scarce syn. hardly
n. scarcity

The woman scarcely spoke a word of English.
Due to a scarcity of water, a rationing plan was established.
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simultaneous adj. occurring at the same time
adv. simultaneously syn. concurrent

The boys simultaneously screamed, “Ice cream!”
This student is skilled at performing many tasks simultaneously.

theoretically adv. according to a reasoned, but not proven,
adj. theoretical point of view
n. theory syn. hypothetically

v. theorize

His argument was theoretically appealing, but not realistic.

Leonardo da Vinci theorized that Earth was not the center of
the universe.
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MATCHING

Choose the synonym.

1.

108

deform
hide
distort

concur
block

CRONCES)

simultaneous

@ instant
permanent
© coincidental
®© concurrent

eventually

@® finally
soon

© once

®© consequently
clarify

@ shed
enhance
© explain

®© elicit
brash

@ distorted
thoughtful
© reckless
® deceptive

10.

thriving

@® prosperous
resilient

© convenient
® tolerable
inconsistency
@ critique

discrepancy
© deliberation
®© sufficiently

different

@ noticeable
diverse

© conventional
® curious
hypothetically

@ exceedingly
haphazardly

© theoretically
® routinely

reveal

disclose
® Dbaffle

© conceal
® confirm
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LESSON 7—MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST QUESTIONS

1.

The geologic history of Earth reveals much information about
the evolution of the continents, oceans, atmosphere, and
biosphere. The layers of rock at Earth’s surface contain evidence
of the evolutionary processes these components underwent when
each layer was formed. By studying this rock record from the
beginning, it is possible to track their development through time.

The word reveals in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ teaches
discloses
© traces

® donates

Day-to-day weather constitutes a major element of the
environment and an important factor in human well-being and
activity. Agriculture, animal husbandry, transportation, and
public health and safety are all greatly influenced by weather. It
is not surprising that one of humanity’s oldest environment-
related interests has been to manage the weather purposefully.

The word purposefully in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ prosperously
eventually
© exceedingly
® deliberately

INlumination plays a great role in our psychological and physical
well-being. Light can model objects or flatten them, reveal colors
or distort them, provide a cheerful environment or a gloomy

one. Glare and reflected glare can cause discomfort and reduce
visibility. In addition to calculating illumination, a lighting
engineer must deal with all of these problems through the choice
of light sources and fixtures.

The word distort in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ hide
accentuate
© deform

®© highlight
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4. The different appearance of animals is chiefly superficial: the
diverse variety of lmown forms can be assorted among only a
half-dozen basic body plans. These plans are established during
the embryonic stages of development and limit the size and
complexity of the animals. Syinmetry, number, and development
of tissue, presence, and nature of body cavities, and several
aspects of early development define these fundamental plans of
organization.

The word diverse in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ recognized
acknowledged
© different

® critical

5. When the settlers of the western United States abandoned their
original log cabins, sod houses, and dugouts, they built small,
wood-framed dwellings of one or two rooms without a basement.
Rooms were usually added as prosperous families grew larger.
This usually resulted in a series of large, open rooms laid end to
end so that each would have an equal amount of sunlight.

The word prosperous in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ numerous
thriving

© prominent
®© courageous

6. The medical profession is sometimes accused of being more
interested in itself than the quality of care it delivers. Many
patients feel they don't get the attention they deserve; many see
the profession as selfish to its core. Doctors rarely agree, as a
recent survey comparing their attitudes and that of the public
shows. Seventy percent of the public were disappointed in the
quality of care; only 35 percent of the doctors agreed.

In stating that the medical profession is selfish to its core, the
author means that it

is entirely interested only in itself.
contains a group of bad doctors.

has wide support among patients.
includes good and bad physicians.

0008
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7. Industrial cities appeared after the full development of industrial
capitalism in the core nation-states of the eighteenth century. As
a result, one of the dramatic features of the industrial revolution
eventually developed, a remarkable increase in production.
This increase was made possible by the improved methods of
manufacturing that were adopted by factories.

The word eventually in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ quickly
carefully

© instantaneously
® gradually

8. The earliest complete calendars were probably based on
lunar observations. But lunar years were not convenient for
agricultural purposes. Therefore, to keep in step with the Sun,
lunar-solar calendars were formed by adding an additional “leap”
month when the observation of crops made it seem necessary.
Eventually the Gregorian civil calendar, a solar calendar that
is calculated without reference to the Moon, became the most
popular method of measuring years.

The word convenient in the passage is closest in meaning to

@® useful
ideal

© proper
® practical

9. Mollusks have existed for some 500 million years, and about
10,000 extinct species are known. There are 350 or more living
species of cephalopods from the Mollusk family. One of these is
the cuttlefish. Fossil evidence confirms that the ancient cuttlefish
has existed in its present form for more than 20 million years.
When we compare the modern-day cuttlefish to the ancient
fossils, we see evidence that the well-developed head, the many
arms, two gills, two kidneys, and three hearts of the contemporary
cuttlefish were also present in the cuttlefish of long ago.

The word confirms in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ discloses
asserts
© proves
® reveals
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10. The first swimsuits concealed the shape of the human body.
Over the decades, attitudes relaxed regarding the public
display of one’s body shape. Designers could move away from
conservative styles and promote those that revealed a body’s
physical attributes.

The word concealed in the passage is closest in meaning to

@ hid
distorted
© enhanced
® disrupted
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Lesson ©

e accelerate e docile e mirror
e crush e engender ¢ negotiate
e cultivate e engross e obtain
o derive o flaw e particle
e dictate e harvest e transport
e distinguish e mammoth
accelerate v. to go faster

n. acceleration syn. hasten

n. accelerator

The action of molecules accelerates when they are heated.
The poor condition of the motor made acceleration difficult.

crush v. to press together so as to completely
adj. crushing distort the shape or nature of the object

The machine crushes corn to produce cornmeal.

Passage of the legislation was a crushing blow to the president's
program.

cultivate v. to plant and raise a crop; to encourage
adj. cultivated growth of a relationship or friendship
n. cultivation syn' grow

The professionals had common interests that allowed them to cultivate
a working relationship with each other.

The cultivation of diverse crops in pre-Columbian America is well
documented.

derive v. to come from or find something from its
starting point
syn. obtain
The English word “decadent” is derived from the Latin word “decadere.”
He derives great joy from growing vegetables in his backyard.
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dictate v. to state demands with the power to enforce

adj. dictatorial syn. impose
n. dictator

The workers were not in a position to dictate demands to management.
His boss resembled a dictator.

distinguish v. to hear, see, or recognize differences
adj. distinguishable syn. discriminate

adj. distinguished

adj. distinguishing

Some people cannot distinguish colors well.

Anteaters are distinguished by their long noses.

docile adj. easy to control or train
adv. docilely syn. manageable
n. docility

The moose is typically a very docile animal.
Many rebellious young people see docility as a weakness.

engender v. to cause something new to exist; to create
syn. produce

The politician’s charisma engendered enthusiasm.

Economic conditions in the 1950s engendered an era of industrial
growth.

engross v. to become completely occupied or involved
n. engrossment in an activity
adj. engrossing syn. engage

The teacher’s lecture engrossed the entire class.

O. Henry’s short stories engross readers all the way to their surprise
endings.
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flaw n. a small sign of damage that makes an item
adj. flawed imperfect
syn. defect

There is a _flaw in his theory.
They noticed that the contract was flawed.

harvest n. the act of collecting a crop; the crops
adj. harvested gathered
v. harvest syn. gather

The United States had a comparatively good grain harvest this year.
They were able to harvest the crop before the rain.

mammoth adj. very large

n. mammoth sSyn. enormous
The successful entrepreneur is now known as a marrunoth in the
computer world.

The physics teacher required the students to purchase a mammoth
textbook.

mirror v. to show, as in a mirror
n. mirror syn. reflect

The results of the study mirror public opinion.

The strength of the economy is mirrored in the standard of living of the
people.

negotiate v. to find a middle ground, come to an
n. negotiation agreement
n negotiator syn. bargain

He negotiated with his teacher for an extension on the project.
The negotiations brought about an end to the conflict.

obtain v. to gain or secure something
adj. obtainable syn. gain

The university obtained a new particle accelerator.
The painting by Whistler was not obtainable.
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particle n. a very small piece of something
syn. fragment

Particles of dust can destroy electronic instruments.

Small particles of matter hold the keys to understanding the origin
of life.

transport v. to move from one place to another

